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The British Ambsssador called on me this morning at
12:15 p.m. to gilve me the instructlions he had received
from Mr. Bevin, an advance copy of which he had already
given to Mr. Bohlen.

The Ambagsador gald that he had nothing to add to
what was 1n Mr. Bevin's message since he knew from his
talks with Mr. Lovett and Mr. Bohlen that we were
famlliar with Mr. Bevin's view on this subject. He sald,
however, in thinking i1t over he thought he might be able
to make spomewhat plainer the thoughte that lay behind
Mr. Bevin'e positicn.

He felt Mr. Bevin fully agreed with our interpreta-
tlon of the Boviet actions in Berlin but wae doubtful
whether the publlic saw thelr slgnificance as clearly as
we dld and that 1t would be rather difficult to prove
Boviet lnaplration. In such circumstances the lssue
would become one of charge and countercharge and might
gerve to blur what Mr. Bevin obviously felt was the main
lgsue, that ls, Sovliet bad faith in the negotiations, and
that for this reason 1t would be a mistake to introduce
this new 2lement into the Moscow discussicns.
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The Ambaggador said he had nothing further to add,

but hoped he could %nt a reply from the Department as
econ ag posslble. teld him that we would, of couree,
glve immediate consideratiocn to Mr. Bevin's message and
would give him a reply as soon as we gould.
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8ince the recelpt of the Military Governor's report
on the Berlin conversations, the Unlted S8tates and French
Ambassadors and Sir W. Strang have been working on the
text of a communication to be addressed to the Bovlet
Government. The texta of two alde-memoires have been
provislonally agreed among them, one dealing with the
Berlin conversations and the other with the question of
the recent Berlin dlsgorders.

2. Mr. Dou called on me thise afternoon to gay that
very early this morning he had receilved from Washington a
redraft which combined the subject matter of the two

drafte prepared here and differed in certaln very lmportant
pointe from them. He was stlll dlscusseing thls latest
draft with Washington and had prepared a revised draft of
his own which he thought might meet the sltuatlon better
then the new draft prepared in Washington. Before communl-
cating further with Washington, he wished to have my
reactlion.

b He explained that the main point of the Washington
draft wae that 1t added the Berlin disorders to the three

points mentioned in paragraph & of Berlin telegram Ne. 1822
a8 matters upon which patiafactory assurances were to be
gought in Moscow. He also sald that the draft alde memolre
on the Berlin discussions, produced in London did not make
it quite clear that 1f gatisfactory instructions were not
gent to Marshal Bokoloveky, the Berlin dlscussions could
not be resumed. The State Department also thought that

the draft alde memolire on the Berlin dlsorders was too
weak in hiag terms.

4. In view of the lmportance of Mr. Douglas' communication,
1 asked the Chancellor of the Exchequer to Jjoln me 1n the
diaug:aian with him. The Chancellor was present for part

of © time.
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5+« After looking through the drafte which Mr. Douglas had
brought with him, I agked him whether the intention of the
United States Government was that if the Soviet Government
declined to gilve the necessary assurances about the restora=
tion of order in Berlin, this would mean that they, for
thelr part, would decline to resume discussions in Berlin.
Mr. Douglas confirmed thlie. I then asked whether,
suppoging eatisfactory assurances were recelved on the
three pointe which had arisen during the Berlin discussions
but not on the question of resetoration of order in Berlin,
the United States Government would still decline to agree
to the resumption of the Berlin discuselons. Mr. Douglas
confirmed that this was thelr intentlon.

6« I told Mr, Douglas that I gquite agreed with him that
the Bovlet amctlion 1n Berlin wase, llke the blockade and
other things, a part of the general attack of the Bovlet
Government upon the pogition of the three powers in Berlin.
My difference with him was not on the interpretation of
these events but on the method of hanéling them. As
@General Robertson bhad explained in his telegram No. 3213
BASIC, which I showed to Mr. Douglas, the ralsing of the
question of these dieorders would invite a counterattack
in which they would be able to make a case. Important

ag they were, these Berlin disorders were in the nature

of & elde 1gsue and the Soviet Government would only be
too glad to see us offer battle on this ground. I did
not know whether we should reach agreement in Moscow on
the three polnte arising out of the Berlln conversatlons
but I thought there was a fair chance. On the other hand,
I saw no progpect of an affirmative reply from the Bovlet
Government to a peremptory demand that, as a condltlion
for the resumption of the Berlin discuselons, they should
give orders to the Soviet Commander-in-Chief in Germany
to take stepsa %o prevent the continuance of recent attempts
to overthrow the olty government. To make such a demand
would be to invite a break., I was quite willing to make

a repregsentation to Moecow about the dlsorders, but not

in euch a way a8 to prevent the gquesticne ralsed 1in the
Berlin discussions from being treated on thelr merlits.

Te The Chancellor of the Exchequer supported my argument
on this peint. He sald he thought that 1t would be better
if the question of the Berllin disorders were dealt with
in Moecow, not in writing but orally by the three repre-
gentatives., We were much more llkely to get what we
wanted from the Soviet Government in thie way than by
erecting the question formally into a ma jor lesue formling
an integral part of the present operation. By adopting
the latter course we should also gilve the Russlane the
impression that they had got us rattled and this was the
lagt thing we wanted to do.

B. Mr. Douglas repeated his arguments and sald that the
view he had represented was strongly held in Washington.

I eald that the propoeal fllled me with the deepesst
misglivinges and seemed to take too little account of the
riske we were running in this operatlon. In London we were
in the front line and I had a responeibility to the people
not to run into an unnecegsary break with all the
consequences that this might involve. I was quite willing
that an oral representation about the disorders should be
made in Moscow and that 1te terme should be strengthened,

for example, on the lines suggested by General Robertson.
I was not prepared to agree that the receipt of Soviet
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assurances about the disorders ghould be a preconditlion
for the resumption of the Berlin discussions. I begged
Mr. Douglas to represent my view to Washington and to urge
them to accept the London draft, with such minor drafting
modifications as might seem good to them. Mr. Douglas
promised to communicate with Washington again and let me
know his Government's views as soon ag posslible.

9. I asked whether the Btate Department had made up thelr
minds whether the approach ghould be made to Stalin, as I
had proposed, or to Molotov as they had preferred. He sald
that if I would agree to the proposal we had just disoussed,
the United States Government would be willling that the
approach should be made to Stalin. I eaid that I could

not bargain on these matters.
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