DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

February 15, 1949

bl L.

SUMURY OF TEIEGRAMS
NORTH Accarding to the British Farelgn 0ffice Norwegian Far.
ARdID: | eign Muister Tangs, Siring his cosvidaticn with Bevia,

appear too um—u.d r the results of his
Thatt, here but restizen hat bis task in Horwey will be made nces
difficult by his failure to cbtein definite answers to his questions.
He is considering the possibility of having Norway not be ome of the
original signers of the North Atlantic pact but of coming in later.
The British ewhastsad to our Bibasey in Londen that ny further whit-
tling down of the t he pact would be dangerous and that speed
in 1%s emmm Lo ensontien.” Tho Brench have-inforned Caf fery that
while they would deprecate any changes in the draft of the pact they
Consider 3o of prinary importance that there should be no "stop, break
o undue delay" in 1%s negotistion.

The Norwegians are concerned over the possibility that
e TS, i bisipation of Norwey Jolning cn. North Mlastic pact,
upy Finnark, the Arctic province of
(stubarg-n), particularly in view of the prdnbh rhhy e
m.muuon of the pact. Our Embassy in Oslo believes that, while
action in northern Norway may be an extreme hypothesis, some
Soviet move in relation to Svalbard seems likely.

BAIESTIE Ve have expressed to the Israsli re) ve
hope that, 18 teported by the Imresli representative ot
governnent of Israsl has decided to make concessions on the
pom. et o apparently constituted the prinoipal stusbling block
to the suocessful conclusion of the Rhodes armistice talks. Acting
Mediator Bunche had inforned our representative on the Palestine Con-
cilistion Commission that the Jews were being adamant on these points
bt has now reparted thet the ccuv steady
tnoue prograss though conkizming pressure from all scurces cu the
parties is still udnpuuma o success.

CHINA President Li has requested that the departure of our

the ground that their continued presence at Tsingtso strengthens the
position of the government during the critical phase of the peace dis-
cussions with the Communists.
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