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NORTH_ATLANT) Asbassador Marvel uparu that a canvass of the
t1 from

intloates thet afforts will b mde. 1o dolay any elearoout dacuinu on
the position of the thres Scandtnavian countries mneil long att

February 1. Such & delay, in his cpinion, will give the Swodish Social-
ists valuable time to persuade the Norwegian and Danish Socialists to
support the Swedish neutrality line and may well result in a Scandinavian
defense agreement which is not acceptable to the US. In the latter event,
we would be subjected to charges that the US was responsible for "split-
ting" Scandinavia.

The Danish Foreign Minister has told Marvel that it
18 by no means certain that a regional defense agreement can be reached,
but he admitted that if such an agreement were concluded at. variance
-m: US policy, it would nevertheless be submitted to Washington for

proval. Asked about possible developments in the event we rejected
this approach, the Foreiga Minister inticeted that Norway would probably
sesk admission to the North Atlantic pact but that the decision of Den-
mark could only be taken in the 1ight of events at that time.

anwhile we have pointed out to the Western Union
countrdes that ve will b guided in allocating US arns by major stratagic
considerations in which the North Atlantic pact will be the most i

tant but not the only fastor, FWhether or not Italy Ls & perty to the pact
we will supply it with arms in fulfillment of our policy to prevent that
country from falling under Commmnist control. Ve still favor Italian
membership in the North Atlantic pact, and we hope that the current meet.
ing of the European Consultative Council will make clear that Italy is a
natural member of the western European community.




