











TLEDIATE REIEASE OCTOBER 6, 1949
STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT

we just signed the liutual Defense Assistance Act of 1949, This
is a nomh)c SR e e security of the free nations of
the world, It is one of the nany steps we are taking with other free peoples
to strengthen our cormon defense in furtherance of the principles of inter-
national peace and order enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations.

The doninant objective of cur foreign policy is o croate peaceful
and stable conditions throughout the world, so that nen nay lead happier and
nore fruitful lives. This objective cannot, however, be achieved if the
econonic offorts of free nen are by the fear of
By strengthening the comnon defense this Act will do mich to allay that fear.
The security which this Act offers will aid in promoting the economic welfare
of the free nations and in restoring their confidence in a peaceful and
prosperous future.

Since the ratification of the North Atlantic Treaty, the countries
of the North Atlantic cormnity have nade considerable progress in working
together for their mitual security. Their conbined activity will do much to
increase the effectivencss of tho assistance to be provided under this Act.
Further progress in these arrangeuents for the comon dofense vill nake it
possible to provide the full measure of protection which this Act offers to
this country and other nations.

Recent, developuents in the field of arnanents have strengthened
the frec nations in their adherence to the principle of a couron defense ==
the principle that undorlies this Act. By cuphasizing the comion deteruina=
tion of free nations to protect themsclves against the threat or fear of
aggression, the ltual Defense Assistance Act will strengthen the peace of
the vorld,

Aot is necossary only because of the unsettled conditions of

This

the world today which we, in concert vith nany other nations, are striving
overcones IL is ny belief that we Fh'lu be successl\ll in these u.('{crt.s o
achieve i with our

national policy, effective inumationa.'l control and reduction of am\mu,
through the United Nations.
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