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FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM THE SECRETARY.
Dear Mr. President:

I am most grateful for your kind note of encouragement.

It may be helpful to you to have some impressions from me
at the end of the NATO meeting at Rome. The first is that
the big problems remain unsolved and will need the most
energetic work over the next 60 days, if we are to solve

%

In the international fleld we are experiencing what the pro-
duction people call slippages. Three months ago We hoped
that the Ottawa meeting would start the wheels moving for
decisions at this Rome mesting on a defense program geared
to economic capacity and upon the integration of Germany,
both into the Western community of free nations and 1m:o
the West defensive organization. But as you know,
came clear before this meeting, that the cmplexity ot tne
German problem and the current stage of Harriman's work in
the temporary council committee meant that the Rome meeting
would have to be a spur to get decisions by the end of January.

Realization that the session could not reach important de-

cisions affected the atmosphere in which the meeting was

B | & hela. There was definite lessening of enthusissn asd interest.
i3 # Another depressing factor was the knowledge that af
% ™ Harriman's report, governments will have to decide de!initely
28y on,he presise degree of militery econonis and finanot
5§ ¥ o effort &0 be made in the next yean, In Zurope, this s
R hard because of lov standards of living and, in many cases
= e R BT France, the slender
oty majority consists of a weak coalition of parties which do
S¢ nok gee eve-toseye on many key issues. The Communis pariies
b remain strong in France and Italy and proclaim daily tha.

the defense effort 1s leading to runaway inflation and encnmic
chaos.

In this situation, our goals for this meeting were:
1. Convince the various nations to take the necessary steps

to achleve REPRODUCTION OF THIS
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to achieve complrte battle worthineis by the summer of 1952

for the military forces which now exist on paper.

Lay the ground-work for government décleiuns concerning
che £indings of the temporary council ttee which should
be expressed at the next Council meetihz.

3. Ascertain the chances of succesz of the European Defense
Community and establish a deadline by which the Parls con-
ference, which has been drafting the treaty since Mareh 15,
will have to report either success or fail

T think all countries row appresiate the urgency of making

our existing forces fully combat-effective by next summer

and of continuing to do 30 £44UAT15 e Wtrenth devalops

xnneaa of placing our primiry reliance on the development
1954 of forces which at that Ghsomtis doce could, insofar

53 60 e predicted now, insure the protection of Western

Europe agalnst Soviet attack, Kes the US plays s key role.

The combined effectiveness of the forces, which flank o

own in Germany today depends upon our glving Priovity £o.

equipping them instead of %o reserva formetions at home.

A8 to future acticn on Harriman's fin X Sy rt, our friends
now know that it is quite lmpossib ot en_adeqhat:

defense without paying the ume«pundtw Brides - hey lnow

that we cannot and will not pick up the check. I think thet
they Wil) gome through Bot 1% will e
had hoped. On our part, 1 think th
greater efforts and greater effi

quite

ahould urge a degree of economic
1mpcas!.blsz for zmmgmm,anﬂ \rMch,. th ptt—d, would hev
internal social and economic 1ol st baok

the whole rearmament program.

e tc accomplish very 11¢
RiassiTopean dezénse fovoe cha b rel
German contribution to Gsfense.

report on the status of the nego
establishment of a European force
I reported briefly on the triper
Gerwans regarding their future.p
That we were driving Lo finish o
range of problems by D-c 31 and
defense avrangements by about th:
allow us to teke final action or o
next Council meeting. A resolution was adop
that this was the desire of the Co

The formal discussions in the
not reflect the confusion and ‘stesir

the cstablishment
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the establishment of a Eurcpean defense force. There i
eral feeling among Fovelgn Ministers that the prcdecc
going well, that the French rmanship of the
aucuauons 1s weak and confused, and that the people maklng

establishment of the force are making a theoretical
approach to the problem without regard to political and
parliazentary realities in Europe. Both Stikker and Van
Zeeland are extremely worried along these lines. De Gasperi
seems prepared to go much farther towards a transfer of
substantial sovereignty in the hands of central European
organizations,

A1though Adenauer did not raise the question, his key advisers
Indicated to us in Paris their concern that present plans
of the French led to & half-way solubion Which would not  york
yithout complets federatlon in Europe, They indicated o
thedr pﬂx'* ¥iatithey wons seady to.po a1l tha way b redsre-
Tn this sitention the Feench. doeply Givijed at home
and Smsure of Parliamentary spproval, seem unce: o
which way to move. The problem is further complicated for
Sciman 1n that there are two completely opposite views
held in French circles as to the proper approach to Germeny.
In zeneral the Foreign Office clings %o its view that Germany
35 & rejor threat of the fubure and must continue to be bound
by restrictions ef an ocoupaticral nature while those French-
men woricing on_orestion of a comon force in Burope are con-
£ there mist be real equality given Gemmmny or the

A

M’ hlr- effcl't

L spoke: to Schumen privately about this range of problems

ng it very clear that in our Judgment these negotiations
mist be compisted by the emiof the year and suoaens o  failure
registored by thet time. T axevned Schumn tha
sidered the Europear defense commmnity fo o he” the best
method of obtalning Germany's partic 1Pation Tat ehes T pa
serions doubts that agreement could te reached unless ageﬂa-
$10n3 Were taken up by the Ministers thamselves, particuiarly
such metters as’ the establishuent of comnon bude et ard conmon
production program. This hag been arranged. I am asking
Brice to furnish me without delay with actusl texts now
under negotiation at Paris and for all other 1n!'m-mat10n that
may 2110 us €0 take a still more active role than
eretotove. In an effort to gulds this eomplex Project ©o early
realization.

Eden sheres my view that we must move quicily or face possible
cnm’p]bté Eta‘_-_mte on the creation of a Eurcpean defense

force. asked my vlew as to whether we thought it would
help if thay ook a aciive role and was congidering, I
belleve, possibility chat British forces on the Continent

could be placed insiie the common force through some arrangement.
I said that
TOP SECRET SECURITY INFORMATION
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I 214 that Injection or‘ ?‘1\1‘ rew element now ‘mhld compllcate
regotiations ard melk 5ible meoti

e bions, e ot ¢ Iome tles to Rritain, appear
abont to bc“ fron the s2fort, 3 move by Fritan along

2 meatings hepe with Schuman and Eden on tripartite
over from Paris, reachad sufficlent agreement

labion to the gusstion of Germany's fimancial

to ailow MeCloy

rezotiations with the Germens.

S by allied forces in Ge

m 14—3w> -

o

uld G‘ expenditures there
gap ~uz-m\c “‘m* }'51"01. This whole problem
the fact the Lo

nia subjact but, w
- = position ©o wori

reement mpon he watnra nd extent of prohibi.
ve of militamy items i T shell send
nrt<y a sen'"el‘@ messege on this =

the visible efforts of the Koms mesting are not Impressive,
leve that the meeting served to Impmess everyome with the
snoy of moving fommrd. The feictlions and anxleties mentioned
ahovﬁ ave hound £o 2ccompany decision of mtters affecting
ermany and the establishment of a common force in Eurcpe. Tt
that Ministers here had a
feelings on these problems. I s
ms I8 found before our next council meeting, 1t will be
mainly hecouse everyone 15 convinced that a salution must be fousd
a4 £g1ng matters along would spell failure. here 1s
10 (xpt o) 0ubE, heweyer, Chot o sente s sciution we w
heye to taie 4 very active part, pavticularly with the p-ench., o
kelp then meke thelr own plan and initiative a success.

It was Bob ln\'et"ﬂ first experience at a NATO meeting., He
most effective the dincusgtm-- in which he pnx-t!aipsbed
and so of co ”16‘ v’aa John Snyder.

We are sailing on Tvesday on the INDEFPENDENJE, with John Snyder

a;

! né Charlie Brannan,
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and Chaplie Branran. All of us are looking forward to a week's
rest before plunging into the tummoil of the next session.

I hops thet Key West ras donme for you everything that we hoped
ana that you are rested and thoroughly well,

With the warmest greetings to you and to Mrs, Truman, if, as
1 nope, she is with you. Respectfully and affectionately
youra,

ACEESON
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