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great air and sea power on both these sides and we mist rely on land
forces in the center, "I want to build a great combination of sea and
air strength in the North Sea," Eisenhover said, "I'd make Denmark
and Holland a great 'hedgehog! and T'd put 500 or 600 fighters behind
then and heavy naval support in the North Sea, I'd do the same sort
of thing in the Mediterranean, T'd put a great fleet of air and sea
pover in the Nediterranean and T'd give arms to Turkey and the 'Jugs'."
"Then, " Eisenhower went on, "if the Russians tried to move ahead in the
center, T'd hit them awfully hard from both flanks, I think if we
built up the kind of force I want, the cemter will hold and they'll
have to pull back,"

That, concluded his remarks, Ceneral Bisenhower said, but he
wanted to make the point again that we ought to mobilize just as speedily
in the materiel field as if we were actually at war,

The Prosident asked if there were any questions.

Secretary Sawyer asked about Spain,

General Eisenhower sald Spain had 20 divisions and she hated
Stalin, "I feel about the question of keeping Spain out the same as I
feel about keeping a sinner out of church," Bisenhower said, "You can't
convert the simer unless you let him got inside the front door, I

realize there are a lot of political problems on Spain but I ama
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professional soldier and when T have the problem of hitting an enemy

T pick up everything I can ;‘esch and hit the enemy with it," He hesi-
tated to speak further on Spain but he wondered if that answered lir
Sawyer's question,

Secretary Sawyer said it certainly dide

lr, Harriman asked what the Buropean countries think about
Spaine

Eisenhower replied that he thought European opposition to
letting Spain in was droppinge

Secretary Snyder wondered if the various Eurcpean countries
each wanted its om complete military force, that is, balanced air
naval and land wnits.

General Eisenhover replied that Holland seemed o be the
only country that hadn't fallen into line. Holland still wants a navy,
which doesn't make any sense at all, The other countries were coming
along and weren't causing any trouble,

The Vice President asked General Bisenhover, in view of the
threat which the Soviet Union presents, how big ho thought hls corbined
ammy ought to be at the end of, say, six months.

Eisenhower replied that there ought to be 50 %o 60 divisions
in estern Europe, not including Gernany, and he didn't know how long

this would take, We ought to have them as fast as possible, Of course,
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e couldn't begin to have this in six months, He didn't really lmow
what we should have in six months, except that we should be building
as rapidly as possible wntil we get un o 50 to 60 divisions.

General Eisenhower said that he wanted to comment at this
point about a speech he had read some place, by some prominent American—
he couldn't remember who=- who had said that, if we built 50 to 60
aivisions, this would pose a serious threat to Russia and Russia would
be forced to attack, The argument, insofar as he could wnderstand it,
Eisenhower said, seemed to be that we oughtn't to try to build up a

defense force because it would be a threat to Russia,

his ws nonsense.
4 50 division force on the Rhine posed no threat to Russia at all and
Russia kmew it, Fifty divisions couldn't possibly attack Russia.
Fifty divisions on the Rhine is a lot differvent from 50 divisicns on
the Vistula, Vhen an army moves forward, it has to leave all kinds of
troops on its flanks, and in the gone of the interiors A 5O division '
army would be too feeble, by the time it gob to the borders of Russia,
o do anything at all, On the other hand, he thought ;.mc, 2 50 or 60
division force was quite capable of defending Western Europe under the
general strategic concept he had outlined above, He thinks that the
Russians would believe the same thinge

The Vice President asked again if 60 divisions were adequate

if Russia should want to start trouble,
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General Eisenhower thought they would, provided, of course,
‘that there were appropriate air and naval supporting forces.

General Eisenhower explained why he wanted American divisions
sent to Europe as soon as we could do so, He wants them there to en—
courage the Europeans and to boost their morale, Nothing would convince
‘the Europeans more than the sight of 10 or 12 United States divisions
‘that we nean business., Of course, we should not plan on keeping our
divisions there forever, Once the Buropeans build up an adequate force,
and get some reserves trained, the Amsricans can cu;::e ‘home,

As for the question he had heard asked a few times about the
fate of the Americans if Russia attacked, he thought that could be
answered easily too, We only have two divisions there now, If Russia
attacked now, we'd probably lose nearly everybody, But, if we have 10
or 12 divisions mm;, and the Europeans have their forces up to strengthy
and if Russia attacks, there is no reason for us to lose any sizable
number of men wnless somebody mekes a terrible blunder, - Even if
Western Europe could not hold out — and he thinks it can — we would
have enough there to be able to make an orderly withdrawal to some place
like the Brittany Peninsula or the Cotentin Peninsula, We could hold
out long enough for a good evacuation but, Eisenhower said, he wanted

to repeat that he didn't think we would have to pull out.
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The Vice President asked if General Bisenhower had been in
Burope long enough to form any impression or Russia's plans and intentions,

General Bisenhover said that he did not know what the Russians
might do, He doubts very much that the Russians want to fight now,
"I personally think those guys in the Kremlin like their jobs, They
can't see their way through to wimning a war now and T don't think they'Il
start one, They know they'11 lose thetr Jobs, or thetr ecks, if they
start something they can't win," Eisenhower said he did not believe
11 the Russian propaganda about how the war would start if we ammed
Germany, or armed Westem Durope, Of course, "matches can always be
thrown in an open powder key," and there was always a possibility that
something could happen, but he doubted it, "If the Russians really
think that 60 or 70 divisions in Westem Burope are a threat to them,
they are crazy, They have no business going to war over that and I
don't think they'll do ite"

Secretary Tobin asked about the attitude of the Gernan
socialistics,

General Eisenhover replied that Schumacher had been very 11l
and he had not been able to see him but Schumacher sent work that he
was all for Buropean wnity and would support General Bisenhowers

The conversation then turned to the arrangements for Gemeral
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Hisenhower's appearance the following moming at an informal joint
session of the Congress in the auditorium of the Tihzacyoe dongaus)
The Vice President and the Speaker outlined the arrangements and it
was agreed that General Eisenha;m- would speak for an hour or soe
No questions should be asked from the floor, and anybody who wished
o have the General answer a question could get his answer by submitbing
1t to one of the four committees before which Eisenhower would appears
General Eisenhower then retumed to some broad cbservations,
T believe," he said, "that owr civilisation is in one hell of a hole.
I believe we have to work and work like hell, T believe that we have
o go all out and produce Just as though we were in a war and that ve
have to get this spiral of strength going up in Burope. Right now,
it s going dom, We have got to stop it, tum it aromd, and make
it go ups T have been reading about 'Gibraltar! and people who say
that we ought to build up our om strength here at home and let Furope
g0 That's nonsense, Any isolated fort would fall in a week, How
long do you think Gibraltar could hold out if Spain attacked her?"
General Eisenhower then tumed to the President and apologized, saying
that he knew, of course, that neither the President nor any of the
others present held those views bub that he felt so dseply about this

question of standing together that he couldn't resist expressing himself,
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"Itn a soldier and T have to do whatever job is given to me. I'm
doing this Job because it was given to me bub I'm also doing it because
T believe in 1t, T believe very deeply in it

Yry Charles Wilson said that ke would like to talk with
General Eisenhover Just as soon as he could and find out what timetable
Eisenhover had in mind for the shipment of equipment to Buropes He
had been hard at work on production for the United States, and he
wanted to know how these Buropean requirements were going to £it into
our o schedules, We were already taking on a lot, and he wanted to
Jmow how mach more we would have to steam upe

General Eisenhower replied that he wanted to stay in the
United States long enough to work out questions like that, so that
when he went back. he could g’ive definite facts to the Buropean govern—
nentse

"s far as equipment goes," General Bisenhower went on, " as far
as tanks and planes go, We have got to tum to a full war basis of produc—
tion, Te mist get this curve, this damed curve, up quick, We have got to

get the stuff into the hands of the Europeans., The difference here is

whether our civilization goes up or goes down, and I am ready for a

tremendous sacrifice,’
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Symington asked if that meant that Generel Eisenhower did
not think that we could have both gms and butters

Eisenhower replied that answering that question would lead him
into oo deep vater, that he Would prefer not to try to answer that
question now, What he was sure of was that we would have to produce
exactly as if e were going to war, 'We have got to 'convert!", he
said, "ve can't just pile these new requirements on top of what we are
doing — at least T dan't think we can

General Eisenhover, lir, Wilson and lr, Symingbon agreed to
talk further on this subjects

Since there were no other questions, the President thanked

General Eisenhower for his report and the meeting adjoumned at 3:30 P.M.

Totes dictated by:

George M, Tlsey,
Janvary 31, 1951,



