-
P -

HH- ml

I an very gled %o reply to your letter asking me for an informal
statement on Bpeitish pollicy in relation to Western Europe. These are
views as British Ambassador Lo the United States.

The policy of the British Government 1s to cooperate with other
Weatern Burepegn countries and work with them for unlty in Europe. This
has been the poliey of the British Goverument during the years slnce the
war. It is so today. In virtue of history and geography alike such a
policy is a vital necessity for Britain.

Goveriment

In carrying out this poliey the British

gll., The recard showe the sonstructive and positive part Britain has pleyed
in the ecunouic sphers, in matters of defence, and in the new political
venture of the Cowncil of Bupops.

‘The British Governwent toek the lead in drawing up the conventlon
under which 0.E.E.C, was established in Paris following upon Genersl Marshall's
speect.. The British Qovernaent has sinee worked in one temam with the other

 demveratic oounbries which are swubers of the 0.E.B.C, vhether or not they

differ in their domestic polleliss. Tris is the policy stated by the Prise
Manister in the louse of Commons on Tuesday June 13th, 1950, when he said:-

‘The Government have always made clear, hoth st the 0.8.8.6.
and elesawhere, that they sre fully prepared to coopsrate in
the closer integration oi the Buropoan economy with other
countries which hold different econcmle views.”

In the work of O.E.E.C. we have coopersted fuliy in the intra-
two years and in cormection wit:
them have given further sssistance in the form of credits to other participnting
countrias. Ve were among the first to advoeate and carry out the poilay of

million approximately in 1949. “Jirei
Buropean

Fayments Union whieh 1s now belng worked out in 0.i.%.0.
will merk another major step in the freeing of monetsry and trading conditious
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