March 24, 1951

Mr. Lovett telephoned the Secretary at 9:20 this morning
Mmdwhhdmnvlmtulomchmdmhrl bout

discussing the MacArthur statement. The JCS had divided
'.hl problem into three parts.

The first part related to the embarrassment with the 13
countries ocenmnod by Mnmrth\u s mumm at the time this
to agree ona

ith the 1.
proposed -mnm-m by Ptnldsnt Tmmnn,
‘The second problem which this statement created was its
any
It brought up the question again of how many negotiators there are;

.e., whether the State Department, the Umud Nations or MacArthur
was the negotiator.

The third problem was the matter of discipline.
The JCS had decided to e ddress themselves solely to that question
at the present. They were considering it in the light of the directive:
of December 5 which had been sent to MacArthur, among others.
‘That directive requires the C in the field
to clear any statements, speeches, or anything else relating to
political matters with Washington. They were also considering
it in connection with the M.rch 20 announcement of the President’s
intentions with relation to Korea (which Mr. Lovett said he thought
was a fine succinet

the light of these two clear statements, it Iculd be

perlpcﬂ.y obvious if it were nnyboqy else who'had made

Wi he would bt relieved
of his eommd at once. Hrnwn-, the JSC recognized that the

are startling. It would have

its effect at m. in the field and it would probebly prejuflice the
success of the Japanese peace treaty negotiations. He said there
were other compelling considerations saiso. COn the other hand, they
do not feel that they can just let this slide by.
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Their thinking at the present moment is that they
'ultrymworkw!anmmndnmrmnluw

Mr. Lovett said he thought this was {sound judgment.
moulmwdthwnﬂkmxmmlvnm
MacArthur at the present time held four separate commands -~
i.e., SCAP, Commander in Chief of UN Forces, Commander

in Chief in the Far Fast, and Commanding General of the

Army Forces in the Far Fast. To recall MacArthur would
break up this multiplicity of commands and cause great
logistical difficulties.

Mr. Lovett said that he had a personal hunch
what would be the reaction and the best way wded'nh it.

2
said rmwudmewunutdlﬂicum-dmammm

Mr, Acheson said that the State Department people had
separated the problem in about the same way, but of course, the
disciplinary problem is nat for the State Department to deal with.
We are coneerned here with trying to get a means of dealing

this statement can be straightened out that will not do much good
ﬂmmmhl]ﬁwhppennm.ﬁk He read to Mr. Lovett
a possible bya He said we would
hnhﬂewgﬂmh lsimhmdorllnd-yMMMMrﬂmr
and that steps had been

uunmdm-mu.




to meet whim the latter part of the mmn('im!ommrmm
suggestions.

Mr. Lovett telephoned the Secretary agatn about 10:80
to say that the Joint Chiefs and he had 2 suggested telegram to
acArthur.

the White House. This message represented their military
Jjudgment and they preferred to leave all political considerations
up to the Secretary ard the President.

It was agreed Mr. Lovett would bring this Message to
Mr, Acheson’s office at 11 ¢ clock, dny would discuss it and
g0 about 11:30 to see the Presi
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