October 14, 1952
MEMORANDUM FOR

OBBE? LOVETT nI2FS

The Secretary of Defense

The attached letier, sent to the

Fresident by Secator Case of South Dakota,

is self-explanatory. Will you please be

go0d enoug: Lo handle as you think advissble.
Thank you.

H1EW 3. CONNELLY
Secretary to the President

\ rlk
Encl
let.Oct. 1 to the President from Senator Francis Case of S.D.
Custer,S.D.: e prison
Mr. Connelly's pencille
— Crpey aMactel

Refer to Secty.of Defense MJC"




Copy

United States Senate
ommittee on Public Works
Custer, South Dakot
October 1, 1952

The Honorable Harry S. Truman
President of the United States
1600 Pannaylvania Avenue
Washington, D

My dear Mr. President:

I have received a letter from a South Dakota girl
whose husband has been a prisoner of war held by the North
Koreans since December 3, 1950.

He has received the Silver Star in this war, and the
Purple Heart twice, the Bronze Star and five battle stars in
the last war.

His wife writes me after having read a recent news-
paper article which reports a radio interview in which the
following statement was made.

"Right now on Panmnjom we are on a very good
propaganda wicket. This idea that we are willing
to sacrifice the lives of our own prisoners, if
necessary, to protect the freedom and the liberty
of Asiatics is the first time that the white man
has ever done anything like that. That has had
tremendous propaganda effect in Asia. It was a
tough decision to make....a very tough one..
but they made it and are sticking to it."

This wife then comments -- "Ny husband is worth more
than 500 Communist prisoners of war.

How long must her husband and thousands more like
him stay in the prisoner of var Camps? And hundreds of others
be subjected to casualties each week? Do you have any prospect
whatsoever of bringing the Korean War to a close and restoring
these boys to their families?

What is the comparative mmber of prisoners held by us
s compared with the mmber of our boys held by thex.
ery sincerely y
/s/ gngcig Ca

3
nator, South Dakota



THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTO!

Dear Senator Case:

Your letter to the Fresident of the United Sf
1952, concerning United States Priscmers of Wier in
to me for reply.

i
%
i
8

are exorting the

of personnel held by the Communists.

of prisonars of war, perticularly the question of forefble
't prisoner




claimed that they held 3,198 United States prisonmers,

Commend accepts 1,748 as U.S. captured and carries 9,438

ing 1n sction.

Sincerely yours,

FUBERT A, LOVETT

‘Honarable Irancis Case
ce: Secretary to the Presid n!

United States Senate
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