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MEMORANLUM OF CONFERENCE ? ). I3
BETVEEN Secret:ry Acheson
Under Secretary of
Lovett and Nr. bean Rusk.

Shortly after ten o'clock this morning Mr. Robert Lovett came
grer fron the Pentagon vith an urgent message from General Birstes
er.  This message reported tuat the Air Forees had been ordered
%o take off at one of clock b today on a bombing mission to
take out the bridge across the “Y:lu River from Sinuiju (korea)
to Antung (Manchuria). They were to use rradio controlled bombs
and vould attempt to bomb on the Korean side of the bridge.

Mr. Lovett expressed his view that from an operational stand-
point he doubted vhethcr the vesults to-be achieved would impor=
tantly interrupt traffic and that the danger of bombing the city
of Antung and other points on the Manchurisn side of the Fiver were
very great.

Mr. Rusk explained that - comatiment ilu chie Brifish
ot to take action wnich al R vl vE WELRAKS ot urien
aide of the River vithout cousultation with them. He elso satd
5% i mattiah cavings vis meeting this morning to reconsider
their whole attitude tovard the Chinese Communist Governuent -nd

that ill-considered action on our part might have grave conse uences.
Ho. 41%0 ko1 Hr. Tovett thavve hai Flied Osnersl Neghfthurhis £ogont
concerning Chinese intervention vith the United Nations Security
Council and had asked for an urgent meeting tomorrow or vednesday
at which we vere going to present ¢ resolution c:lling on tie Cainese
to cease sctivities in Korea, thus atteapting to get UN supsort fop
eny action which might be necessary in the event of tueir refusal to
SHL40E. the DK sebishy e atge merdiogsd; e passibiltty or FuastoR
involveaent under the Sino-Russian Treaty.

After. some discussion we all thoroughly agreed taat this sction
should be postponed until the Reasons for it vere more clearly known.
4 Mr. Lovett telephoned General Marshall, who agreed that the
action vas unvise unless there was some mass uove \enc acro: th
River, which t.hre'-trned the security of our troops. Mr. Love
called ¥r. Finletter and ‘n"trucisd him to tell the Joint Cnief!
the fects wnich Mr. Rusk had stated, =s set forth above, n
add that he had talked with the Secretary of State, wio belleved
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that the situation was so grave that the action should be postponed
until the matter had been laid before the President and his instruc-
tions had been received. He was to add that this was to be done as
soon s possible and that another message would be sent.

I then telephoned the President in Kansas City and laid the
matter before him, as outlined above. The President s:id that he

out that wi
Teport of yesterday, which contained no statement of sny further
movements across the river, but only of reserves on the Chinese side,
The President suggested that I call General MacArthur snd ascertain
Vhat the facts were, I thought, and he agreed, that communic:tions
on military subjects should be through the #i1ltary Establishuents
The President told me to handle the matter until his return in the
vay Mr. Lovett and I thought best, adding thet he would be availsble
on the telephone if necessary s=nd that tne security of our troops
Should not be jeopardized, He agreed on the lmpor ance of postponing
the action if that could be done consistently with the requirement
sbove, I gave Mr, Lovett the attached summary of the President's
position, and he left immediately to resd it to the JCS.

Our conference terminated at 11315 =,m., one =nd three-quarters
hours before the nlanes were to take off for Korea. Mr. Lovett
will inform me of the action taken by the JCS.

PR

Mr, Rusk later called mr, Lovett to inquire whether we had
been discussing tne bridge only or whether the rest of the misslon
in the Sinuiju zrea vould be flown. Mr. Lovett said that the entire

m! a
11140 ordering Generazl Machrthur not to attack targets vithin five
miles of the Manchurian border and asking his estimate of the situ-
ation and ressons for the mission against Sinuiju »nd the Yalu bridge
in that area, The message also referred to our commitment to consal®
vith the British in regard to operations affecting Manchurias
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SUMM/RY OF TELEPHONE CONVERS TION WITH THE PRESIDENT
T KANSAS CITY

The the great 1
which may follow the proposed bombing of the Yelu River bridge. He
is willing to face these if the step is ly

neeessary to protect our forces.

He believes under the circumstinces that the Joint Chiefs
should know from General MacArthur ‘what the pressing re.sons
arve for the operation. If the operation can wait until our international
commitments are fulfilled, that would put us in the best position.

Dean Acheson
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