Report, Semiannual Report of the War Relocation Authority, for the
period January 1 to June 30, 1946, not dated. Papers of Dillon S.
Myer. (Note: Pages 3-8, 11-16, and 21-26 were missing when this
document was scanned).
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SEMI-ANNUAL REPOART
Jarmary 1 - June 30, 19456

INTRODUCTION

On June 30, 1945, the War Heloeation Authority came to ite
official end. It mas created by Executive Order No, 9102 on March 18,
1942, as an emergency war agency, and for four years and three months
was responsible for the care and ressttlemsnt of 120,000 perscns of
Japanese ancestry who were brought under its jurlsdiction as a result of
the military evacuation from the West Coast in the spring of 19.2. The
total cost to the Nation was $158,412,000.

During its term of existence the WRA administered ten relocation
centers for the evacuated pecple and the Esergency Refuges Shelter at
Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York, for a group of refugees from Eurcpe.
The last aix months of 1945 had seen the closing of eight of the nine
remaining WRA centers, and the dispersal of the residents over most of
the United States.

During the first six months of 1946 eventa inevitably continued
to point to the closing down of WHA. On February 4 the last group of
refugess left the Shelter to go to Canada and reenter the United States
as regular imeigrants. At Tule Lake on March 20 the final trains pulled
out for different destinations—Department of Justice internsent camps
and American communities——leaving the last center empty of evacuee
residents. On May 15 the last of the fic¢ld offices which remained open
terminated their job of giving service to the relocated pecpls.

Another event of importance cccurred on April 29 when there was
introduced in the Senate a bill to establish an Evacuation Claims Com-
mission which would provide a means whereby peopls of Japanese ancestry
might receive compensation for actual losses which were incurred as a
result of the evacuation.

Compared with the previous hectic periods of WRA, its last six
months were relatively quiet with the remaining members of the staff
working on liquidation problems and final reports. The excdus of per-
sonnel from WRA to other employment had begun in the fall of 1945 as
phases of the progras wers completed and programs and projects ended,
but the separations came ata much accelerated rate during the winter and
spring of 1946, until on June 30 only & small rusber remainsd as part of
‘8 liguidation unit in the Office of the Secretary of the Interior to take
care of the remaining fiscal, perscnnel and property matters,
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The centers were closed and turned over to other agencies. The
pecple who had besn their inwoluntary’ inhabitants were becoming re-
adjusted to the nem communities in which they had ssttled. Jome of the
last to lsave were still in the process of obtaining jobs and housing,
others found themselves by this time well integrated and settled in the
places of their cholce, .
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assume all responsibility for the residents from the time they left the
Shelter gate. The assumption of this kind of responsibdlity by a private
agency, and the close and successful relationship betwean it and the ~
Oovernment, constituted a rather unique arrangement.

It was provided that the refugees would enter the country by way
of the United States Consulate at Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada, to
which place they were transported by bus. Although there are yearly
guotas for all the countries represented by these refugess, the regula-—
tions stats that not more than 10 parcent of the total guota of any
naticnality may be admtted in & single month. The January and February
guotas tock care of most of the immigrants, with the exception of 98
persons, chiefly Tugoslava, who were to enter the country on temporary
permits pending quota admission in March. It was necessary to use thesa
threes months sc that refugess stlll in Europe could begln coming in as
Scon A8 procassed thare by the newly established Tnited States Consulates.

1

The first group left the Shelter an January 17, the last on
February 4. Of the 982 refugees who had come originally as refugeea, ld
had died and 69 had woluntarily repatriated or emigrated. During the
life at the Shelter there were 25 children born, whom the Department of
Justice recognized as United States citizens. Thus there wers 922
peracna, of whom B899 were aliens, who were residents of the Shelter at
the time the first group left. On the day the Shelter closed the status
of the ‘899 aliens was as follows: 785 ware granted entrance in the
United States as gquota iwmedpgranta; B8 ewaited immigretion under the
March quotas; 19 were glven temporary permits becauss they were adjudpged
iradmissible—mainly because they could not meet the health requirements
of the immigration laws; 19 were given temporary permjts while amaiting
voluntary remtriation and 8 while they awaited emigration to & country
of their cholce.

It was necessary for the priwate agencies to work fast in helping
the people to make thelr relocation plans. However, in most cases,
quite satisfactory plans were decided upon. Some of the people had
close relatives who agreed to take them in, some had specific job offers
they wished to accept, and others became the responsibility of private
agencies in various communities who had agreed to provide for them while
the new imsdgrants locked for housing and employment. The National
Rafuges Service and cooparating agencies pledged that none of these
imimigrants would become & public charge.

There were 573 of the total who chose to go to New York State, of
whom the majority centered in*New York City. The remainder went to more
than 70 communities in 19 widely distributed states and the District of
Columbia. Although some would undoubtedly encounter difficulties, by
and large the group promised a very satisfactory adjustment——and some
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distinet contributions-—to the American way of life, From their pericd
in the Shelter they had gained a very usable knowledge of English, some
understanding of the 1ife of an Amerlican town and of American customs,
and betier general health.

After the residents had laft the Shelter, appointed staff members
carried ocut the operationa necessary to put the Fort into good stand-by
condition and prepared final reports. FProperty belonging to WEA, the
private agencies, and the Army was sorted and prepared for storage or
shipment. On February 28, 1946, the Fort was returned to the Army.
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EVACUEE FROPERTY

During previcus pericds the main transportation of evacuse
property had been from the centers while the heavy relocatlon ef the
pecple was in process. During the first half of 1946, the property of
the psople relocating from Tule Lake continued to be forwarded to the
addresses designated by the owmers, with the WRA paying the cost of
shipment, However, the main movement of property was out the Waat
Coast warshouses to the new relocation addresses.

Iniﬂublrmllummlnrmmrpnnnﬂwhﬂbmhﬂ-h-
hind at all the centers as unclaimed or unidentifiable, Every effort
was made to locate the owners, Where this was not possible the lota
ware sent to the WEA warshousss on the West Coast where these efforts
ware continued. ‘At Tule Lake only approximately §100 worth of stored
furniture had to be so handled.

A deadline of February 28 was set as the last date on which
m.t-muhmﬁufwﬂmtufwrwltﬂmnu-ntu-
pense from sither WRA or private warehouses on the Weet Coast. The
date of March 15, which was later sxtended to April 15, was set as the
last time that an evacues owner would be able to clalm his goods, but
after Fobruary 28 the owner had to make his own arrangements and bear
the cost of shipping. However, in the case of people relocating froa
Tule Lake and in cases where the area supsrvisor determined that there
was genuine hardship, he was given authority to ship such goods at
Government expense after the deadline date, Although April 15 was the
deadline for removing property from the warehouses, it was announced
on March 1 that people shc were still living in temporary quarters, and
who were unable to recelve their goods, could request the area super—
visor to transfer stored propsrty to a private warehouse, for which the
WRA paid storage costs up to June 30, 19b.

The bulk of the property from the warehouses was shipped without
troubls, Whers property had not been claimed, every effort was made to
locate the owner. Descriptions of the unclaimed property, and the
names and previous addresses of the owners where known, ware
in the bi-lingual papers. After April 15 the area supervisors wers
instructed to hold muctions of the property that was unclaimed, for
which the owner could not be located or identified, or for which the
owner had refused shipment. However, it was possible to arrangs with
an interested church group in Seattle to hold the material for ome
year, and té make the same arrangement in Los Angeles with ancther
church group to held it for six months. If the owners could not be
located at the end of that time the property would revert to the church.
The residus which remsined to be disposed of was, in Los Angeles, less
than one percent of the bulk which had been stored there. About the
sams pumber of lots remained in the other two areas. In all three
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arsas most of the unidentified property resaining was composed of
mtrnh:lhuuﬂu which had been plcked up by the Army and turned
ovar to ¥

In San Francisco the auction was held on April 29. The number
of individual lots sold was 328 and the total sale price amcunted to
$.,250,50, The money was turned over to the United States
whare the rightful owners are entitled to make a claim for it.

The svacuses had suffered a considerable amount of property
damage and loss as a result of the evacuation. The WRA handled many
inquiries during this period from owners who had returned to thelr
homes and found that their property had been vandalized. Froperty was
also lost and damaged while it was in storage and in transit from one
place to another. In cases wherse the owner knew who had taken the
property, the individual allegedly responsible could be sued in the
courts, but in the majority of cases thers was no evidence to prove who
was responsible, In cases where the loass or damage was dus to negli-
gence on the part of the WRA, the Authority began to accept clalms to
be processed under the provisions of the Small Claims Act. It wans
anticipated, however, that payment of the suits would take a econsid=
srable amount of time. Another recourse was for an svacuss to ask his
Congresssan to introduce an individual relief bill, In aspite of thess
two methods of handling claims growing out of the evacuation, there
appeared to be little possibility that many evacuses with indemnifiable
losses would be able to receive compensation for clalms unless a
special evacuation claims procedure should be established by the

Congress, (Ses Legal.)

The WRA property offices on the West Coast had handled a good
many real estate cases for svacuses, such as those inwolving sale,
purchase, and lsase of property. This type of property managesment was
no longer available after February l.

Isportant to the aliens who had been interned by the Department
of Justice was the anncuncement by the Treasury Departsment on Marsh 1k
that persons who had been interned but later released or parolsd wers
restored to unrestricted use of their money and other assets which had
previously been blocked. Specifically excluded from the benefits of
the order were former internees who were under deportation orders.
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This period was ona of wvaried activity for the Office of the
Sollcitor. In addition %o Lhe

of ths agency, this Office had the supsrvislon of all
the dissclution of the centers. This included the adjustment of center
contracts; the disposal of surplus property; and unfinished center
evacues legal business, such as the settling of small estates where no
will had been left by the deceased, and the disposition of waluable
papers left in the hands of project personnel and unclaimed,

Evaguss property matters, such as requests for Inforsation;
claims for property lost or damaged, and procedurss for handling un-
claimsd evacues property in WRA warshousea, have all pnecesaitated con=
slderation in the Solicitor's Offlce., Inassuch as some of thess losses
might bs reisburssd under the Small Claims Act, & sssvrandum was pre=
pired describing the provisions of the Act and the proper procedurs for
sstablishing claima,

Two of the relocation centers, Colorade RElwer and Gila River,
ware constructed and maintainesd on Indian lands pursuant to Bssorandoms
of understanding betwesn the Director of the WEA and the Sscretary of
the Intericr. The Colorado River Indlan tribes wers unwilling to slgm
the lsass which was intendsd to be secured, and in February 1946 the
Tribal Council made a claim asking for rental adjustment, It was the
opinion of the Solicitor that the WRA could disclaim any liabdlity for
rental since the WAA had made permanent improvements far in excees of
the reasonable rental wvalus of the land, At the other center, tha
Tribal Council of the Gila River Pisa-Maricops Indlan Communlty had
signed a land use permit. An adjustment in rentsl of land used by the
WEAL was requested by the Authority in the fall of 1945 becauss of a
shortags in the basle water supply during the year 1945, and in Febru-—
ATy 1945 the Solicitor prepared A memorandum indicating that such an
adjusteent was within the language of the agresments, This dispute
was brought before the Departmental Board of Appsals. At the time of
the preparation of this report no settlesent had been reached in either
(=t 1.1 ™

Early in the war, the Commissioners of the City of Portland,
Oregon, passed an ordinance which stated thedr refusal to issus busi-
ness licenses to enemy aliens, After hostilities were over and the
Japanese began returning to the city, the Commissioners refused to
change thelr stand; thus denying a means of livelihood to alien svac—
uses who wished to reenter their former businesses or to start pew
opeds In the fall of 1945 the United States Attorney General indlcated
that he did not beliewe that any actiopn under the clvil rights statutes
would be successful at that time, inassuch as the persons affected wers
officially still snemy aliens. In a further effort to change the
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Commissioners' stand, the Portland relocation committee, ccamposed of
local eitizens, met with the Commission but made no progress. The WAL
then turned to the United States Attorney at Portland and acquainted
him with the facts, He in turn referred the cass to the United States
Attorney General. In view of the directive which the Attormey General
fssusd to all United States Attorneys, ilnstructing thea to devole
special attention to the protection of all persons in thelr eivil liber-
ties, regardless of race or goler, it is possible that furthar action
will be forthcoming.

Litigation

W%Jb-mﬁ“ﬂh“ case was set for
argusent the Supreme Court of the te of California on Jume 13.

A decision had not been handed down at the time of the preparation of
this report. The case 1ls of particular interest since the brisf pre—
sented questions the constitutionality of the alien land law on the
ground that it discriminates between people sclely on the basls of race,
It alsc alleges that the law denles due process and other constitutional
rights, and asserts that the case is made invalid by the statute of
1imitations which requires that suits be filed within a certain number
ﬂm-mmmmum. The decision which ia
handed dewn may affect the more than fifty escheat cases which have
been brought by the State of California against Japanese American resl-
dents.

X

On February 27, 1946, a petition for writ of habeas corpus wus
filed in Pederal Court on behalf of three remunciants, who at the time
were still at Tule Lake, ageinst three officials of the Department of
Justice. This suit was filed by J. B, Tiets, attorney for the Southern
Califernia branch of the American Civil Liberties Union, It was alleged
that these petitioners, Henry Mittwer, Yukiye Teshida, and Yoshio
Nagawa, were each illegally and unlawfully imprisoned and detained by
the respondents and were sach threatened with deportation to Japan. The
petition asked for the restoration of their liberty and for otaer
relief., This suit was later consolidated with the mass habsas corpus
suit of the Tule Lake remunciants mentioned in the previous report.

These cases are still pending. #,I

e SR
Deportation Proceedings

Another legal action affecting the svacuated people aross out of
the deportation procesdings against a mumber of Japanese declared by
the Iemigration and Naturalization Service to be 11legally in the United

States,
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EPTLOGIE

This volume is the last sesl-anmual report of the War Relocation
Authority. This series, in which there have already been six semi-
anmal and thres quarterly reports, have been periodic factusl state—
montas to the PFresident, the Congress, and the gemeral public of the
policies of the WHA and of the main events which have taken place during
the course of the program.

The job which the TRA was created to do—to administer the relo-—
cation centers and resettle the pecple—has been sccomolished, Persons
of Japanese ancestry in the United States have proven their right to
live among other Americans on an equal basis, without prejudice or dis-
erimination., The WRA believes that the program which it carried ocut has
contributed to better understanding of these people and to sounder and
more fruitful approaches to the problems of minmority groupa in the
United States in the futurs,

The United Statea has been forged out of many minority peoples
and in connection with some of them there remains for the Nation some
unfinished business—the business of carrying on the fight against dia-

. eriminaticn against minority groupe sc that this country may live in
unity, and so that it may take its place in the cosmunity of nations
with i'u.'ll confidence that the democracy it advocates is really practiced.
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CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS

Hearing Board Officers of the Department of
Justice heard the cases of 3,186 remnciants at
Tule Lake Center in an effort to determine those
whonm it was necessary to deport to Japan and
thoss who might remain in the United States.

Froceasing of refugees at the Emergency Relugee
Zhelter for entrance to the United States under

imsigration laws was performed by officlals of
the Inmigration and Naturelization Service, the
State Department, and the Fublie Health Service.

Hepresentatives of the Hational Refuges Service
and cooperating private agencles worked at the
Shalter to ald the refugess in formilating their
relocation plana.

The first group of refugees left the Shelter to
proceed to Canada and enter the United States
under the regular ismigration laws.

Tuls Lake finished the first phase of itz pro=
gram with all residenta relocated who were not
detained by the Department of Justice or mes—
bers of the familiss of detainess.

The Emsrgency Refuges Shalter at Fort (ntarioc,
Ommago, New York, closed., One hospital case

departad on the following day.

Last date on which reguests for Government
transportation for return to the ™est Coast
would be accepted, except for Tule Lake resi-
danta,

Last date on which requests for transportation
of svacuse property at Government expense would
be accepted except in the case of geanmuine hard-
ship as determined by West Coast area super-
visore.

The Congressional Medal of Honmor was awarded
posthumously to Frivate First Class Sadao 3.
Muremord .



April 1

April 20

April 29
May 1
May 1 ard &

May B

May 15

May 15

Juns 28

Junas 30
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Tule Lake Center, Newell, California, closed, On
this day 102 peopls were relocated and LLY were
removed to other places under the custody of the
Departsent of Justice, with the fate of many still
uncertain.

The Southern Ares Office in New Orleans closed,
This was the first area office to terminate its
activities.

Last district offices, sxcept for 12 on the West
Coast, closad,

Evacuation Claims Commission BA11 (5. 2127) in-
troduced in the Senats by Senator Allenm J.
Ellender.

By this date all WRA warshousss were closed and
all evacues property which had besn under Govern—

ment custody was disposed of.

Last 12 distriet offices on tha West Coast closed,
These were in cruclal areas where searvice was
given to relocated evacuess as long as possible,

Madal for Merit swarded the NHational Director of
the WRA for ocutstanding service in time of war,

The West Coast Reglonal Office and the eight re-
maining area offices closed: New York (East Coast
Area), Cleveland ( t Lakes Area), Chicago
(North Central Area). Demver (Western Flains Area),
Sa1t Lake City (Intermountain Area)San Franciseo
{Morthern California Area), Seattle (Pacific Horth-
Hlt].ﬂrﬂl}, and Los Angeles (Southern California
Area).

A1l temporary installaticns leased by WRA in the
Los Angeles Area closed,

The transferral of WRA records to designated depos-
itories was completed. The depositories included:
Mational Archives, University of California Li-

brary at Barkeley, and Columbia Univeraity Library
in Hew York,

The War Relocation Authority was liguidated by
Exscutive Order.
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