Memorandum, Milton. S. Eisenhower to Members of Congress, April
20, 1942; forwarding Informal Report of the War Relocation
Authority. Papers of Harry S. Truman: Papers as U. S. Senator and
Vice President of the United States.

WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
WASHINGTON

April 20, 1942

S0 many requests for information about the relocation
of Japanese who are now being evacuated from Military Area
Number One on the Pacific Coast are coming to the War Reloca-
tion Authority from Wembers of Congresa, that I am subaltting
horewith & brief, hastily-prepared report.

May I oall your attention especially to the fact that
despite numerous newspaper statements on the question, a wage
policy in connection with public work by evacuees has not

been determined.
Sincerely yours,

20

M. 5. Eisenhower
Director

Attachment




April 20, 192

LNFORMAL REFORT OF THE WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

The War Relocation Authority has been moving rapidly toward an
organization capable of handling the total problem of relocating approxi-
" mately 120,000 Japanese being evacuated from the West Coast nilitary area.

Washington, D. C. — The War Relscatien Authority does not as yet
have epace of its own. Consequently, for the time bedng it is occupying
a few rooms in the Administration Building, Department of Agriculture.

M, S. Elsenhower, formerly Land Use Coordinator of the Department of
Agriculture, is MMrector of WHA. 1 E, F. Cress, of the United
States Army, is Deputy Director. P ¥. Glick is Sclieltor, John Elrd
is Director of Informatien, and Leland Barrows is Executive Officer.

San Francisco, Californis — The western regional office of Wik
is located at the Whitecomb Hotel Building, San Francisco. E. R. Fryer,
formerly Superintendent of the Mavajo Indian Reservation, is Regional
Director, The regional office has three major branches: (1) An Economic
Varagement branch under which are the divisions of publie works, indus-
trial menagement, agricultursl management, site selection — headed by
R, B, Cozzens, formerly State Coordinator of the Soil Conservation Serv-
ice in California; (2) the Commumity lansgesent branch, dealing with
education, recreation, health, commurity enterprises, and civic organiza-
tion — headed by Harvey k. Coverly, formerly hssistant Regional Mrector
of the Farm Security Ad=iristration, San Francisco. The Services of
Supply branch (transpertation, provisioning, equipment, ete.) is headed
by It. Col. L. W. Foy of the United States Army.

Each war—duration project will be managed by a Froject Director.
The project organization will include community works, community serv-
ices, war works, public works, housing, employment, supply, transporta-
tion, and plant maintensnce. Each project will be as productive as
possible, and it will be the policy to encourage the evacuees themselves
to develop the highest degree of commnity services consistent with the
sltwation. :

Site Selection — Because of the tremendous pressure to find
adequate sites so that the construction of housing and other facilitles
could get under way, the War Relocation Authority obtalned, immediately
after it was established by the President, the cooperation of numerous
sgencies in the West., With personnel loaned by these agencies, WRA set
up four regional teams, sach one composed of qualified persons assigned
from the Soil Conservation Service, Forest Service, Office of Indian
Affairs, Bureau of Reclamation, Bureau of Agricultural Economics, Farm
Security Administration, and Federal Security Agency. DPersons on theas
teams are expertly qualified on questions of water mupply, soil, climate,
crops, and other physical and econcede factors.
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Despite the genersl. scercity of availdble: mater.and despite other
limitations isposed by climate and soll, these teams are finding a nurher
of ressonably promising sites, One recepticn or relocation center has
been located at Mansanar, in the Owens Valley of California; a second
has been established on the Colorado River Indian Reservation near Parker,
Arizons, and a third on the Gila, about LO =iles ‘southeast of Phoenix,
Arizona. Other l.uullt.:lmu will be announced soon.

i LEAR LRI S .. } ails

' mm_g,munm.mm —- The program initially
planned by the War Relocation’ Authority was based or the neel for orderly
evacuation of all' Japanese ‘aliens and American-citizes Japanese to large
réception centers on public land where public and other types of work
pould be undertaken. The following five-point program was censidered:

1. Useful public works — such as land subjugation, flood
70 contrel, ‘wrd development of mtur_ll refourées.. -

2, - Agricultural production — first of foodstuffs required
for subsistence of evacuees, and second of farm products
- needed in the "Food for Freedom" program.
sy b ygr - 0 ! - - T £
i .
3. Vamufacturing — the production of articles requiring a -
good desl of hand labor directly useful to the military
. gatablishmant.. - T ;

L. Outside employment — if and when conditions permit it,
. the useful employment of evacuees in privats ezployment.

5. Self-supnorting communities — the cultivation of sult-
sble, now unoceupled land by organized groups which could
become self-sufficient and thus reduce the cost of the
program to the povernsent. ‘

i To enlist the cooperation of States affected; & meeting was
callad at Salt Lake City April 7, It was an executive session; closed
to the press, and was attended by governors or their reprosentatives,
attorrays gen:ral or their representatives, and other State and Federal
officials from 10 far western States. - - s

The conference revealed the fact that the problem of war-time
relocation of Japanese would be more difficult and dangerous than
eriginally conceived, Two major forces were mede evident: {1) Scae
agricultural areas are anxious to cbtain the labor of evacuses but wish
to have mssurances that communities will be protected and that evacuees
will later be withdrswn; (2) practically all States are opposed to a
wide dispersal of Japanese in their States and insist that evazueea be
prevenied from acquiring land, that evacudes be withdrawn when the war
is over, and that all evacuees be placed in Federally-guarded areas.
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In view of the fact that the Army cannot disperse its troops to
provide military guard for’ ##all’ groups of evacuees working in agricul- .
turs, the A ty will be cospelled in the early stages of the program
to carry out'all relocation on large Federally-supervised and protected
projects. MNiturally thiw limits the economic opportundties available
snd eliminatés the poseibility of the last two categories of oppor=. .
tunities, namely, it eliminates for the time being private amployment ..
outsids of rélocation centers, and the development of self-supporting
comrunities.’ B e T o

: T BRI
. " Following the Salt lake confersnce, the Authority announced that
the minimum requirements for' reception centers were as follows:.
1. A1l relocaticn centers must be located on-public land
where improvement &t public expense will become public,
not private, assets. Any land acquired fer relocation
canters will remain in publiec owmership.

2, Bdcdfss of man-power needs ‘of the armed services and
becatss minirum guard units can protect 5,000 persons
ad easily as smaller groups, first attention will be
glven to sites for large projects.

3. Each relocation center must provide work opportunities
12 months of the year for the evacuees to be located
there. The work will be of thess types: (1) Public
works, (2) food production, (3) manufacture of goods
required by the military esteblishment,

L. All centers must be located at a safe distance from
strategle pointa.

%; Transportation and power facilities, water supply,
so0il, climate, and similar factors must be satisfactory.

« Each reteption centar will be a militery reservatlion
under military police protecticon.

— hs mreviously indicated, jeets have been ap-
proved for relocation of 10,000 evacuees at Manzanar, Cwons Valley,
California; 20,000 evacuees &t Parker, Arizona, on land leased from
the Colorado River Indian Reservation, and for the relocation of 10,000
on the Gila River, southeast of Phoenix, hrisona, At Farker, evacuees
will engage in the development of approximately 80,000 acres of land
for irrigation and will give immediate attention to the development of
subeistence farming, Construction of housing is nearing completion on



Imsediately Ahead — A mumber of other projects are in the last
stages prior to approvel. On the whole, it can
look for projects meeting specifications of the Authority is fairly
satisfactory, Every emphasis will be glven to completing the schedule
of projects as soon a2s possible so that there may be an orderly move—
ment of evacuess from (temporary locations within
Jlitery Area Nuzber One) to relocation mtm where they will be
established for the duration of the war, -

Hage Folicles — A great deal of misinformation has been circu-
lated with respect to wages that might be: to evacuess for work on
public projects. - NMedther the Partime Civi] 'Control Administration,
which handles evacuation for the Western Defense Command, nor the War
Relocation Authority has formulated a mage policy.
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