News release, statement by Dillon S. Myer, May 14, 1943. Papers of

Philleo Nash.

F i ; C 1 g -:-'_T:L_:.gg"ﬂ
it 2 - - .\;. £ -

= ~For Immediate Release

# ' Friday, May 1b, 1543 B

Iillen S. Myer, Diractor of the Wer Relocation Authol

ptatemant today:

A 1ittle more than cne year sgo, on March 18, 1542, ‘the Bx
Exscutive Order 5102, cresting the War Reloca uths 3

Ohjective, Quick Resottloment : e Tk

From the beginning, the chjective wes to re ceate the -ﬂmui 8, twoe~
thirds of whom ware American citizems, in order their removal from private

live end proénctive work would be brief. Tho War Relocatlon Authority begena = .
gearch for foontions whers wartime commnitios might be established in the interlor
of the country, land thot could be developed for agricultursl purposes, water %ﬁﬂ* :
ply, nccons to tronsportation, and eleciric power wero omomg the requirements. An. -
offort wos made to Tind land that could be cbtained without displacing large mum- S
bera of people ond removing them from agricultural production. Ten aites were i
found, and Mmy englnoers supervised the comstruction of tem new cosmunitiea, two,
euch, in Californis, Arizana, and Arkanses, ard one, oach, in Uteh, Idaho, Wypoming
and Colovads. :

Guards Demanded.
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ﬂth rm, 1mlgb:|.g, medical cars, and afucation for the children at public ex-
encouraged to work, and about 40 per cemt of the populaticm ac-
wm in ‘the rolocation n;nhrl, about the same proportion as before
:icn. Those who work are pald ncminsl wveges, of $12, $16 or £19 & month,
ﬁpﬂﬂqmﬂuhﬂ#m&uﬂﬁumﬂdmiﬂmmﬂmunwm to
“perfora it, hﬂﬂiﬂmhwl, each worker i paid 4 cash sllowence for olothing

are confined io the
1a fenced with

0 *g; a famil *,gfﬁnrﬁmpla In

I W“ﬂ]lfﬂl:ll.iauuhn:nnmt-
y sata in dining halle, asbout 275 40 a
Ands : Tood im mﬂﬂalmt but not elaborate. All ntlmina, restristionr
ara fallowsd sfid meat nﬂmum satablished severnl wheks ago. Thi War He-
lccation Authority established a marimum allowance of 45 cents per person per day in
setimating focd conte, and at the present time food costs are actuslly aboat LO

8 & day for sach pereon, this in the face of rising food prices. Menue include
can and Oriental typs dishes beceusse the older peopls, aliens, favor the
th vhich thery wers:Temiliar in Japan, rice, fish, tea, leafy groens and
pi.m.u of variocus types; thelr children, born in tha United States prefer typlcal-
1y American foods.

- Evacuoes Do the Work

The Wor Redocetion Authority has a relatively small administrative staff at
sach relocation center, but most of the work, administrative and otherwiss, is dome
evacusse. In any cocommity, a falr proportion of the populatiocn i copcermed
pruum'ing distributing, preparing and serving food, and so the largeet group
mployeos in &ny relooation center is attached to the dining halls and the food
Tthera work on the farm, in the administrative offices, on the news-
gmmh uhu:nuu, vith the comstruction and meintepance - |
c ___&Fummm MR

stored for later use, ne

g8 in vegetablea lapt winter. Poultry

oLl uni of the centers; beef cattle are being
dairy herd is established at another. Almost all the cen-

: sgétable production during 1943 sufficlent to meet their needs, and
ef their requirements for pork and poultry products. In all, it is

¥ will produce about cme-third of their total food requirementa.
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Mﬂln:ltimmtarhmuhmpihl,mﬂauhﬂmlhrnnhnrm
phyaiciang, nurses, pharmaciete and eldes, ¥its non-Japunese in only the suparvis=
ory positions. Since living sonditions 4o mot permit home cars of the sick, slmoet
svery illnese is a hospital case. Mmhﬂmmmmﬂ_mm s
glous desease has foached perious proportlons. ] i

The schocl system, supervised by non-Jepanocss, is ﬂ-tng\
ards of the state in which the center is locatod. Because of the.
terials, classes have been hold in buildings criginelly intended
ors or for rocreation halls, although high scheol buildings
at most of the cemters. Some of the mwrtm.-.m.
centor iF utllized in vocational training. The ragular .
slementery end high school grades, and in sdditic
sducation are carried on, nea ' of
pometimes with svacusss as
born adults is English. Cources i 4
are muich in demand. Emphasis now 18 teing placed on voC

f1t evacuees for outelde employment. - :

e L i i
Teisure time activity has been
svacises' own initiative, Arte end crofte are popular with eval
the younger pecpls, almost all af them American citizons, enJo
kinds of recreation that eny other group of young Americins do.
mwmw;mmmmw,m cnd
baskstball, usually out-of-doors, and thay lawe p
high school teams. The yound pecple have brought
sams tastes 1n activity that they learned in American schools
so they have glee clubs and cheirs, they Jittertug to the L
have their own orchestras; the Eevniian influonce lg rether OommScT, for many of
t.hewplawtﬂﬂwmmland.nfﬂmUnitaﬁﬂtntauhamnrmu, and 8o
Bawaiien string orchesiras are falrly oomERODS

rh_i:' = __"..:

Freedom of ach Raligicn

- -

Evacusss have completed freedom of ppeech in the langusge of their
they heve freedom of religion, snd Puddhist, Catholic, and Frotestant sorvices
held every Sunday, in vecreation halls or dining halls, for no church buildinga
have been srected. Almost half of the pecple are Christian, and the Christian : :
chureh mebership covers & wide rangs of dencminations. A higher percentage of .
mmim-'hmmﬂh'iutimthmitthEMﬂmmm. ot ; ookl

faymg vinting o o e e o Wdiine o
U.5.0. Clube in cperation et paveral of the cen bl e
try who mmm-mmm:mw FTLems
hear at cns relccation center sbout three brothora who voluntesred fo
g&thar,m].ﬁtb'bufuumntwﬂ.mh {
ine post office at sach relocation santer sells war bonds
raster at cne center wos caught ipadequately
walked in end asked for $3,000 werth of war bonda.
whore aixth graders wers making drawings wag I=pres
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The foregoing statement summerizes eowe of the general aspecte of the reloca-
tion center 1ife, but it 1s an over-simplificatisn. The situsticn is vary complex.
The uninitiated person is apt to regard the ewacusss an = homogenous group, when
ng oould be further from the truth. They include the old end yound, alien-

and native born, Japanose and American backgrounde, scme otrongly American in their
sympathies, other actively pro-Tapaness and still others in-s middls ground; scms
have determined to make the best of a bad situstion and to do whatever is necessary
to keop the commumnity in opermtion; others ere eambittersd end axpress thelr bitter-
mess in & generally defisnt attitude; thers are roughneck elsmests in some of the
~ conters in any oity in etriking contrast to the gentility of the majority; thors
are “o=do fpmilies, snd others who are living better in » relocation center
fm ve cuteide. A great many are wnivoereity graduates and

-
i

liens and their American-borm children. In meny inctances; thers —
1ion the American citizems, some of fhem dating
them developed in the relocation centera. Out of
have grown cortain administretive problems, some of which
. bave had public atfention. Ae & rule, tho more sericus difficulties have besn cver-
- eimplified to the gemoral publis and have boon lobelsd "pro-Axis’, whon os a mtter

of fack moat of the differencos of opinion have found ptaunchly pro-Americon gvas=
CUSHE On Eﬂ: aides of the quostion. Many loyal Americans have chosen verious
means of 8aing their protests over un-American tredatment which they have re-
calved, and such protests ere easlly eisintsrproted.

Relocation Centers Undesireblo

B After many months of cperating relocation centers, the War Relocation Author-
§ ity is convinced that they are undeeirabls institutions end should bo removed frem
o the American scene as soon as possible. Life in & relocation center is én unnatural

and un-American scrt of lifs. Keep in mind thet the evacusse wers charged with
oothing sxcept having Japenese ancestors; yef the very fact of their confinement

in relocation centors fosters suspicion of their loyaltiss and adds to their dis-
- coursgemsnt. It hes ndded weight to the contentions of the enamy that we are fight-
~ ing a rece war: that this nntion proaches dspocrecy and practices rasial diserimina-
~ tlon. Many of the evacuses are now living in Japanese commnities for the fivet
 time, and the group of pro-Jepensse which entered the reloéetion centers has

25 21&. lo of what has heppensd to many of the svacustod people, take the
- cans of o born 4o Bewail end served in the Americen Army in Franss during
1917 and '15. He wes a leader mmong the Japanese Americans of his commmity and

*n8 & posltive force for Americanization. I can only surmise &8 to what went e
: mhilmmmmmwmmm,hmxmmmtm
&Mhmhﬂm;ﬂlumtmmhrmmfmumm-ﬂmﬁmm
L Erongly anti-Amsrican, and beceme an agitator for resistance to the WRA administre-
tion. He turned his back on America because he Falt Ameries bed turned ite back
~  onldm. Continued ssgregation in the relocation centers has ropulted in salcing
=y dndividuals bitter end disillusioned; only the hepo of being abls to resume
:’mlm life can keep them frum being scofsl and political miafits for the rest
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can pitizena whoss logpald oy
oudeids.  ©m the first
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n nmi mthn, hu'mur, *ih“ﬂr
bere At mtmiumtumﬁnmﬂfh |
make Imown to them the fact that loyal Japans ﬁ ricans with training
porience would be available to help meet the mu-mr mﬁp ~ We have work
closely with the Wer Manpower ﬂm-nmn, sapecinlly vith the U, 5, Empleyment -
Serviee, and with the U, 5. Department of Agriculture. FPrivate groups, urq-ur:riﬂ.l.r
the churehes, have been exceedingly helpful in sstablishing local comtacts and :I::i
developing md.artmmng of the situation. Tb date epproximately §,500 evacuees
have left the relocation centers under cur indefinite leave procedursa.

.__.-\.'

Only those svacussg whose records heve boen carefully studied, including the
records of the WRA and the FBI, and found eatisfaotory, and who have jJoba or other
weans of Bupport, are permlttad to leave the relocation centera.

Farm workers, farm operators, domestic servants, hotel and restaurant workers,
and wives and swesthearts of Japaness leerican soldisrs lsaving to Join thedr hus- -
ba:m!.nnrﬂmmummntmmmmth-umnﬁnhﬂﬂ]ﬂfftﬁlﬁmﬂm
centars to date. The range of employment, however, '.1.u quits extensive, ﬂ;ﬂ‘- _‘~
ineludes a great deal of war work.

'i\hrﬁ:r]:

m-urﬁumuqurhm A1y
firz vhich makes machines for B young & e
mmmmmmmmmnhmmmmumwm T
hmﬂmfﬂhﬂf,iﬂmmgﬁmmmmﬂmmmmm]ﬁ'
&go, are working en parte for boob aighte. n.fwhrlagnmmmuw /
mﬂm“ummﬁrmnuﬁmnuﬁpuinthmmtnuH :
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Seaponal Farm Work : R

There i8 & great demand in agricultural areas, efpecislly in the sugar-best- =
jroducing regions of the inter-mountein stetos, for evacuces &g agricultuval works=
ors. Nearly 10,000 evacusas worked in the beet fields lnast fall, and they harveat-
ed sugar beets enough to provide & year's sugar ration for approximataly 10,000,000
pecple. Nearly 5,000 alrendy have gone into agrioultural work this year; and seas
Bonal leeve permita aﬂithmumthtmm-rmhnﬂm‘ nch
largar then lsat ysar, -

......



‘Thie-wes & much smaller mumber than voluntoesred in Hawedll,
,ahlumh.r:‘mﬁhﬁ-ﬂmtdmmtmmmt:m
the ns opposed to the almoat complets assimilatien of the Japansoe
: hlhhnphnlnh:ti

; ..'ﬁl- ]n'pﬂl' of recrulting Avey voluntesrs, sll adulte in relocation
11 o -Mmmﬂ give mich information
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L e vithlwnlh'tnmthiﬂd.ﬂhhm'
: ﬁl“ﬂﬁ[ﬂthmﬂmhtm The results of
hile .mhm ‘The process of detemining eligibili- %
Mhmmimm,ﬂmmwm#mlm Havy and Deport-

" Bemoval of Restricticns Advocated

For those who will be classed as unquestionably loyal, we adwooate lifting of |
- rentrictions of all types, except those which cpply to oll residenta of the rotion
- upder wartime gonditions; we feel they should be permitted to lesve the relccation
centers ws they wish to end to live and work wherever they mey be ebls to eotablish
themselves. Thore will be othars of mixed sympathics but not dangerous to this
nation, who could serve the country and thameelves better cutsids the relscation
penters. . They should be grented the opportunity of lsaving the relocaticn centers
end living in the interior of the country, although they wowld be restricted in
Bome respacta, Then, there cre others who have indicated that they prefer to be
-WHJWH, rlmﬂmqrthair plece of birts or thelr years of resi-

".' R’#ﬁ’% o 1
; M!inuu-ir-ihr—ﬁiulwnl u-lmt i e
taw mrmuh ohould be to move the loyel citi-
T xumduhmsbhinmtmmmnrm
amlﬂ-mmutlm. Any other appeasch would lead to furthor
mmmgmmmﬂmmmuu,mwmwm

r/g J/WH mepK””'“ﬁ’ "‘a""m’
é}:/ﬂ"ﬁ?ﬁd |

EE
iz
£
§
:
§:
|
E
g
§
il m‘i .

" --.'_-. - - " [ g T o
e g [t v [t i i T it - S
T e B e L e ] R .-“'d".ﬁf



