News release, Forty-five American soldiers..., September 7, 1944.
Papers of Philleo Nash.
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: Forty-five American soldisrs of Jﬂ-‘;;i;aa anceatry with parenta or other
next of kin living in the country's relocation centers, have been killed in
action, Dillon S. Myer, Director af the War Belocation Autherity, today reported
to Secretary of the Interior Bareld L. Ickea.

A WEA compilation of casualty notices received by center families up ta
August 31 showed n total of 139 War Department telsgrams, giving notification of
L5 killed, 52 wounded and two missing in action, Mr. Myer gaid. The L5 were
killed in Italy in such hard fought battles aa Cassino, Volturno and Ealvadare .

The parents of the men killed have expressed the bellef that thelr sons
"sisd for two causes -- for thelr country and to win acceptance as Americans
from all cther Americans,” Mr. Myer said.

He reported the words of Mrs. Yaye Chkl, & widov living at the Granada
Belocaticn Center, Amache, Colo., who had thres ecns in the Azerican Army. When
she learned that the eldest, Armold, wae killed in mction July 7 and that the
second, Bdwin, vas sericusly wourded, she said: "Thia ls thelr country. Thia 1a
' their home, and my sons are working toward the betterment of thelr motherland and
fighting endlessly to win thelr place in the United States as ioyal eitizemns
yhose faith in Acerica will not die, tut will grov even stronger. My &on Arnold
proved that by smcrificing his life on the Itallan froat."

Mra. Toyosuke Onodera, of the Minidoka Felocatlon Center, Hunt,.Idaho,
vhoge son Satoru was killsd fighting with the femed 10Cth Infantry Battaliom in
Italy, said: "If the desth of my son will contribute toward a grester under-
standing of the loyalty of Japanese in this country, then I shall be comforted .
I am provd that my son should have glven up his life in defense of democracy
and I am sure that his death will not have been in valn."

Mra, Onhoders has two more sona in the Army, one with the LLZnd Reglzental,
Combat Unit in Itsly enf ome stlill in tralning at Comp Shelby, Mies.

Most of the casualtiss so far have been volunteers, Mr. Myer sald, explain
ing that sslective service was not applicable to Japanese-Americans between
June, 1542 and Jenuery 1944, He added that slnce casualty notlces go divectly
to the families at the centers or To avacuso families who have relocated and do
aot coms through WRA channela, it ia telleved that scme cesualty notlcea were
=isped and that the total nmumber recelived by evacuees in tha centsrs up to
August 31 may be 10 or 20 per cent higher than the 139 reported.

RBelocation centers receive their casualty telsgrams in much ths same way
they are recelived in thousands of Americen towms and homes. Hot & week passsd
without & military memorisl ssrvice at cme of the centers, usually sponsored by
the Parent-Scldler group of the centar's US0 organizatlion and by ths centar
Community Councll.
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