Statement of D. S. Myer before a Subcommittee of the House
Judiciary Committee Regarding H. R. 5004, that would amend the
Nationality Act of 1940 to grant the privilege of naturalization to all
immigrants having a legal right to permanent residence, not dated,
after 1946. Papers of Dillon S. Myer.

Mr. Chairman, the comments I have to make regarding the propossd
leglslation under consideration grow out of my experience as Director
of the War Relosation Authority for a peried of four years from 1942
to 15k6. As you kmow, the Sar Relocstion Authority was respensille for
the maintenance and operation of relocation centers for the people of
Jipanese ancestry who were evasuated from the West Coast sarly in 19h2,
and for providing sssistance in the ultimate relocation of these evacuses.

In my final report relating to the work of the War Relocation
Authority in 1946, I made the following statement regarding the
naturalisation laws of the United States:

*The history of the naturalisation laws in this country

is little knewn and widely misunderstood. One of the

comaonest errors, for example, is to assume that Japaness

aliens were declared ineligible for naturalisation in 192k

and becauss of that fact were subsequently barred from

ismigration. Frecisely the reverse is true. Japaness

alisns have never bean eligible for naturalisation as

dmerican clitisens and it was this fact of ineligibdlity

~ whigh was used to exclude them for immigration under the

192l statute. Until the period immediataly after the
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Civil War, the privilege of naturelisation in the United
States was confined exclusively to 'free white persons.'

Then in 1870 the statute was broadened to include 'persons

of Afrjosn descent or Africen natiwity.' No further change
was made until 1540, when the privilsge was extended to
imembers of reces indigenous o the Todtern Hemisphere.!

In 1543 the previous absolute bar against all Orientals was
lowered in the case of the Chiness, It still ceatinues, how-
ever, the the case of all other Orientals.

“Thare are a great many reasons why this purely racial
restriction should be removed from our naturalisation laws,
But perhaps the most important is that is has been jeed by
racist elments in varieus Nestern States as the besis for
diseriminatory leglslstion which seversly hampers thousands
of people from making & living merely becsuse their ancestors
happened to be Japanese or Filipino or Hindu. The so-called
'alien land laws,' for smampls, are nearly all phresed se that
their provisions apply to 'sliens ineligible for naturelization.’
s a2 s s s 45 s0ss s« Thusin these particular States,
the Japanese aliemm, whose whole background and training may be
agricultural, is prevented from engaging in farming exeept as
a paid laborer despite the faot that he may have had sens in
the American armed forces Who have glven up their lives for
their eountry.
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"NiA believes that this situstion is wholly inde-

fensible and recommends the passage of legislation which

would extend the privilege of naturalisation equally to .

menbers of all the races of the world.®

Hmiu::it-nimmmnuﬂrm. additional changes
have besn made in the immigration laws te grant the opportunity for
imeigration and naturalisation to Filipinos and to people from India.
Furthermore, there has been recent court astion relating to the alien
land law in Caldfornis which has had the effect of protecting Japanese-
Americans of United States oltisenship against the loss of their property.

In spite of the progress that has been made sinee 1946, I feel
very strongly that the leglslation under considerstion is badly needed,
both from the standpoint of principle and practiece.

During the existence of the War Relooation Authority, those of us
connected with 1t were in a positien to sxperience the great complex of
problems which resulted from the exclusion poligy which was adopted in
192k) and in particular, the ssricus results of the much older poliay
whigh prevented immigrants of Orisntal ancestry from becoming oitisens
of the Unlted 3tates through the process of naturalisation. This poligy
laid the basis for a series of diseriminatory laws wiich wers passed
in certain of the Western States, including the so-called “alien land
laws® which exeluded anyene who was not eligible for American oitisen=
ship from owning land.

Because of the adoption of thls policy snd the resulting diserimi-
natory laws, the Japansse-imerican scldiers who fought as Americans in
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mmtmmmuwmﬂmtumumu
the Western States, designate their alien fathers and mothers as bene-
ficlaries in case of death because these alisn parents werse not eligible
to own land. hrﬂﬁﬂr—:lmlmﬂmu-—tru*-
reared for servios 1a the Anerioan dry, sitser for intelligence werk
umhﬂﬂnrumdhw-ﬁtﬂﬂ*ﬂum
that their parents could mot fall heir to any lands they wight ows, in
oase they wers killed in battle. Japanese aliens in relocation centers,
mﬂmuuﬂum-mmmmuumwm,m
not swear alleglance to the United States during the peried of war fer
fear of losing their Japanese citizenship, with full kmowledge that
they could not attain American citisenship under our laws. Bany of these
sane slisms rendered outstanding and sssential war services, and while
muwmhmﬂuwﬁ:wnnthnw
;Mihﬂhmdr.munmwmdhmtthtw
ecould not obtain American oitisenship.

There is & sisable group of people in this country who came in under
-ﬂﬂpﬂ.uunﬂnﬂ#ﬂﬂ:“ﬂmuﬁm—lm_
families here, but are not eligitle to remain in this country under the
present lsws, and they csnnot attain American eitisenship.

The legislation under comsideration should, in =y opinion, be passed.
Jpnimnﬂumtﬂlutuﬂn-hhrw-mhl
_mwtnhwuuuﬂ,hﬂq-mudm
Immmmmtwmumwu-'mnm
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United States should be allewed the opportunity to qualify as a United
States citisen in order to aveid the sany complex problems which the
mipilqm-illmmtﬁlr-ﬂ. Thess problems
are not caly problems of the individuals affected, but they are probless
whigh affect the country as & whole.

As & final word, I should like to state for the record what I
learned, while I was Director of the War helecation Authority, about the
persens of Japanese ancestry who are living in the United States. The
war-time evacuation from the West Coast came to them as a sudden and
terrible blow, More than 100,000 persons -—— men, women and childrem -
were suddenly asked to leave thoir homes, their jobe and their schools,
and to tcke up residence in temporery assesbly centers, and later in
relocation centers, all under military guard. The War Relocstion Authority
galled upon the evacuees %o cogperate with the Unlted States Covernment
in this undertaking, and e evacuses responded magnificently. n--
were, of course, a few disturbances, both in ‘the sssembly senters and
in the relocation centers, but the overwhelming majority of the evacuses
acospted the burden that their Jovernment asied them to carry, and com-
plied psscefully with the requirements laid upen them, I am frank to
state that the War Relooaiien Authority owss mush of its success in the
peaceful maintmance of the relocation centars, and in the subsequent
relumtion of the entire population of the senters, to the patient and
loyal cooperation of the evacuses with thelr Government.
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During sy four years in office, I visited the centers wery fre-
quently and I came %o know these people rather well. I was impressed,
as almost all other observers have been, with the thorough-going
Americanism of the majority of the nisel, who wers bom in the Ua.ted
States. They very fully demcostrated their loyalty in their exploits
in this country's fighting forces. In addition, I unhesitatingly ex-
Fﬂlﬂ_ﬂm*ihmm-lhﬂlmﬂlﬂpﬂ
general, & hard-woriking, well disciplined and law-abiding group of
people. Those who could qualify would do credit to their citisenship
if the privilsge of naturalisation were axtendsd to them.



