Dedication of the Bethesda
Monument to the Pionser

Mother. Apr. 19, '29.

The National Old Trails Road Assoclation, ladies and gentlemen, has
helped the Daughters of the American Revolution to finish a Memorial to
the wonan who made this country great,-- the Pioneer Mother.

It was the grand old pioneer mother who made the settlement of the
original thirteen colonies possible. She came to Virginia in 1509; she
came to Massachusetts in 1620 and after that to all the colonies, thus
maling their settlement a permanent undertaking.

When that great and fertils plain, west of the Alleganys needed set-
tlement, she went with the hearty piomeers who made an empire of it.

She crossed the Mississippi and she went to Oregon and California.

She made this country what it is by being the hearty
morther she was and producing sons and daughters to make it great.

It 1s exceedingly appropriate that the Daughters of the
American Revolution should hawe originated the idea and it is also
praper thn:‘l_: the National 0ld Trails Association should have helped them
to carry it out. It was over the old trails that those wonderful women

made their treck to the Ohio wvalley and from there to Louisiana territory
and tha pgraal woals

The Old Trail started here, or some where not far away.
The first road from Baltimore to the west was laid out over the trail
gxicing taken by Braddock and Washington in the French and Indian War.
it is yet the best and shortest road from here over the mountains and to
the west.

From 1750 to Revolutionary times those good women were going

over that trail ¢® tHe head of navigation on the Ohio and down that great

river to Kentuelf, Ohlo, and Indiana.
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After the Revolution the National Govermment recognized the necessity
of land transportation and adopted andlald out the National Road from
here to 8t. Louis and later to Jefferson City, Mo. Daniel Boone used
the road to Booneville, Mo., in his salt business and it is today kmowm
as Booneslick trail.

About 1825 the National governnent recognized the necessity
of a trade route to old Mexico and after making treaties with the Plain's
indians authorized and had completed a survey from Sidley, Mo., to Sante
Fe, Mexico, then ina foreign country. Therefore the National 01d Trels
Hoad follows the history and development of all this country beyond the
Alleghanges. There isn't a foot of it but what is linked with the
history of the country. Over it those pioneer mohters went to make
the winning of the West really and truly stay won. They were just as
brave or braver than their men, because in many cases they went with sad
hearts and trembling bodies. They went, however, and endured every
hardship that befalls a ploneer. They fought indians, want, and loneli-
ness and won. My grandmothers were pioneer women and that is why I am
here.

There she stands, ladies and gentlemen, the mother of the
country--the finest thing on earth and here at the beginning of the
trail and the foundation of the country it is appropriate that we erect
the last monument to the pioneer mothers, originatesd mfxtkm b’ the
Daughters of the American Revolution and carried to completion with the

assistance of the National 01d Trails Association.



