NATIONAL REEMPLOYMINT SERVICE
Jeffersen €ity, Mo.,
November 15, 1933.

TC AIT REIIEF AND RECMPLOYMENT COMMITTEE CHAIRVEN;

There has been considerable requests as to the prefer-
ence given ex-service men with dependents. '/e have teday
received the frnllowing ruling, which was made by Mr. B. V.
Cchen, Assnciute Counsel for the Federal Emergency Adminis-
tration of Pubtlic Works, under date »f October 30, 1933.

"The Natinnal Industrial Recovery ict wos not intended
to encnurage the migration of labor from cne distriet into
annther. One of the guiding principles of the Fublic derks
Administration has been tc provide work in districts where
unemployment is acute. If the migretion ~f labor was per-
mitted and encouraged this policy would be defeated. The
veterans were given & preferential, not sn exclusive right.
The preference accorded, fairly construed, is not asbsolute
and unqualified, but is a preference when other conditions
ere similer. Ex-servi-ce men sre entitled to & preference shead
wf nthers in sny piven group, but non-resident vetersns ere
not entitled to preference nhesd of residents. An attemrt to
give preference tc distarnt non-residents, even though they be
veterans, might lesd to socisl disturbcnces.

The order of preference tc be cbserved on P. W. A. pro-
jects is as frnllows:

1. BEx-service men with dependents vho are residents of the
peliticel subdivisicn and/er crunty in which the werk is to be
performed.

2, Other a2itizens and sliens who have deeclared their
intention of beccming citizens whe srz bena fide residents of
such politicsel subdivision end/or county.

3, Ex-service men with dependents who ore bone fide res-
idents of the Stete, territory, or district in which the work
is to be performed.

4, Other citizens, end sliens who have declared their
intention of bezcming citizens, whn are bons fide residents of
the State, territnry or district in which the work is to be
performed.™

We trust the above ruling will clear up any difference of
spimion as to the preference given ex-service men.

g WA tmly‘,(/W

Hsrry S. Truman, State Director,
Nationzl Reemployment Service.
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