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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
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ROTE:
The President's letter to Mrs,

Roosavell was drafted by the Degpartpent of
State,
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With her letter Mrs. foossvelt sent a copy of a telegram which she
received from Mr. Aubrey Williams, Montgomery, Alabama, dated April 15, 19L7,

in which Mr, Williams discussed the Oreek situation. He was disturbed and



wrote that "our nation's leadership is confused, The natural leaders of the
pecple are divided and appear to be in a frenszy of fear and disillusionment
because of the inexplicable course of Russia and the Communists." He said
the time called for a "simple, clear program which decent, peace-loving
Americans can accept™ and for a program to which the President and his ad-
visers can accede, He went into some detail as to the program which he said
he thought the late President Roosevelt would have announced for meeting the
Greek situation and he said this program could be undertaken by Americean
leadership acting under sponsorship of the United Nations. He said that

the material in his message was to be the basis of an article to be printed

in the "Southern Farmer" two weeks later.

-— o mm Ew e= E= ==



P Apartment 15-A
k 4 29 Washington Square, West
New York City 11

April 17, 19’4?

Dear Mr. President:

I have carried on a lengthy correspondence with Secretary Acheson
and I have seen a State Department representative sent by Secretary
Acheson, to explain the Oreek-Turkish situation to me.

I went o see Averill Harriman the other day to try to get some en-
lightenment from him. I know that his appointment was very favorably
received, Harry Hopkins thought highly of him but that was largely
because he knew he could count on Averill to carry out directions.

He is rich and generous and well meaning. I have known him since

he was a little boy. I like him very much personally but I came

away from talking to him, feeling that there was not sufficient
realization of the domestic situation we are facing and its tie up
with the foreign situation.

Our domestic and foreign policies are so closely tied together and
the various moves made of late are so politically oriented, I feel
some very clear sighted thinking is needed.

Eetween the Pepper Pill and the Vandenberg Amendment to the Admin-
istration Bill, I hoped that you might find some middle course, For
that reason I am enclosing a copy of a wire which has come to me that
expresses anxiety and makes some suggestions similar to those which
have been made by other people. I am not sending it because it came
from Aubrey Williams, but becauss it is comprehensive enough to be a
good sample of a considerable amount of thinking which seems to be
going on throughout the country.

I do not believe that the Democratic party can win by going the Republican
party one better in conservatism on the home front, MNor do 1 believe that
taking over Mr, Churchill's policies in the Near East, in the name of
democracy, is the way to really create a barrier to communism or promote
democracys

I do not think your advisers have looked far enough ahead, Admiral Leahy
as always, will think of this couniry as moving on its omm power,

Both in Commerce and in Agriculture, we have not been far sighted enough
to see that:

1. The safe guarding of food supplies for the world,
even though it might mean keeping a little more than
wa need on hand was a wise policy.

2. Tha getting of business men to work in Europe and
Russia is the only way we can really hope to rehabili-
tate Europe and establish democracys.

Mr, Acheson is rather more sympathetic to the British point of view than I
would be and what with Mr, Lewis Douglas, who will certainly be sympathetic
to Mr. Churchill's point of view, I am afraid we are apt to lose sight of
the fact that if we do not wish to fight Russia, me must be both honest and
firm with her, She mst understand us, but she must also trust us.
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Please glve my kind regards to Mrs. Iruman and to Margaret, 1 nhope the
latter is feeling encouraged about her work, OSo many people have spoken to
me favorably after hearing her on the radio,

Very cordially yours,
/8/ Eleanor Roosevelt

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

It was thoughtful of you to write me, as you did in
your letter of April 17, telling me of your concern over recent
The
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wire you enclosed seem to be mainly, firet, that we should
try to stop Communism by throwing our economic weight in at points
which are of strategic importance but deficlent in democracy, und,
second, that we must outsell Comsunism by offering something bet-
ter, that is, a constructive and affirmative program which will
be recognized as such by the entire world and which can be effected
without resort to the totalitarian methods of the Communist police
Btate.

On the first half this I would argue that if the
Ureek-Turkish land bridge between the continents is one point at
stop the advance of Communism that

tiec countries, Poland, Yugo-
then this is
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A great deal of study is being carried on
successful passage of the legislatien. Th
Report of the Porter Mission will be consi

with the exceptional knowledge of our two Ambassadors.
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In answer to the second part of your concern, I would
not disagree that we must have a democratic, constructive and
affirmative program of wide scope. But I would argue with deep
conviction that we have led in evolving, have helped to build,
mhrn.utﬂmumtnﬂlm,mmtm
hensive machinery for a constructive world peace based on free
lmututhnllndnr-nflﬂ-mthnlﬂrhl-mndm
adopted by a body of nations. And

the step we are about to take, we

the efforts this country has engaged in sincerely make pos
a peace economically, ideclogically and politically sound.

need

I know that I do not to ecatalogue for you the
international organizations to which I refer. Besides this machin-
ery for peace, we have tried to eliminate the sources of war and,
Wmmﬂrwnrwrmmmnmdm.
nh;"t.rhdtnr-n"fmmmlhltmb-t.h-pututbuh
cause of friction: the fear of Cerman aggression or of the use of
German territory for purposes of aggression.

To what seems to me nearly the limit, we have made con-
cessions to Russia that she might trust and not fear us, These
include: Agreement at Tehran to support Tito's Partisans in Tugo-
slavia; Agreement at Yalta to give the Kurile Islands and southern
Sakhalin to Russia, to recognize the independence of Outer Mongolia
and Soviet interests im Dairen, Port Arthur, and the Chinese Eastern
Railway; aleo at Yalta, agreement on the Curson line as the western
border of the Soviet Union, and to the admission of Byelorussia and
the Ukraine to the United Nations; &t Potsdam, agresment to the
annexation by Kussia of the northern portion of east Prussia, to the
recognition of Soviet claims for preferentisl reparations from
western Germany, to the necessity for modification of the provisions
of the Montreaux Convention. In the peace treaty negotiations we

In addition, we have contributed to the defense of Russia
during the war in lend-lease eleven and a quarter billion dollars
and provided them with military and technological information. Since
the war we have contributed to Russian relief through UNRRA two hun-
fifty million dollars and sold them on thirty-year credit
taling another one quarter billion dollars.
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We have also protested, so far in vain, against what
seemed to us viclation of democratic procedures pledged at the
Yalts Conference, in Poland, Rumania, Bulgaria and Yugoslavia,

To relieve suffering and to take the first steps toward
material rehabilitation we have appropriated nearly four and one-
mﬂnindnlhramm“:ﬁururthmhuﬂﬂdmmu
million dollars more in post-UNRRA relief.

Let us think, therefore, of Greek and Turkish aid against
the background of these positive measures.

The results of our efforts thus far disappoint and dis-
hearten many in this and other countries. I think we must place
the blame not only on the obstructive tactics of elements opposed
to our ideas of a democratic peace, but, also, to a certain extent,
on our own reticence in stating the democratic purposes we have in
mind.

So it seems to me, as it did to 67 senatars who voted
for the Bill that we must take our stand at this strategic point
in a determined effort not to let the advance of Communism continue
to overtake countries who choose to maintain a free way of life, who
have requested our aid, and who do not wish to submit to subjugation

I have emphasized what seems to me to be the inescapable
fact that this country bas gone to great lengths to develop and
carry out a constructive policy in world affairs. I have not dis-
cussed specifically the point you make that our domestic policy has
& great influence on the manner in which we carry out our fo
policy. I am in complete agreement with you that what happens within
this country is perhaps the most decisive factor in the future of
world peace and economic well-being, We simply must not fall into
pelitical division, economie recession, or social stagnation; there
must be social progress at home. I shall econtinue to point out to
the country what seem
this progress. I shall continue to ;
power to Mmhitdmmm-pﬂm“d_nupﬂiq

the the

sound foundation for our international policy. I
be grateful for any suggestions and criticisms which you may care to
send me,
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Nor does it seem to me that we can
as much as the world needs a progressive America, the
life cannot survive unless other peoples who want to
tern of life throughout the world can do so without fear and in the
hope of success. If this is to be possible we cannot allow the forces
of disintegration to go unchecked.
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1 ecertainly aporeciate your kind personal message to
¥rs. Truman which I was glad to convey to her, and your
regarding Margaret's singing are especlally gratifying. She too
will be greatly pleased.

Very sincerely yours,

L -1. Y
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§ed) HARRY S. TRUMAN P
drs. Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Apartment 15-A,
29 washington Square Nest,
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nTt was necessary to check the facts before I could answer. It

took some time - hence the delay. I regret that it took so longe
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