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In response to an urgent appeal by the Greek government, Congress
suthorized in May of this year the Greek and Turkish 4id Program, under
which $300,000,000 was allocated to Greece, President Truman, in his
message to Congrees on the Aid Act, stated that if aid were not extended
Greece could not survive as a free nation but would be forced into
the commmnist orbit by a communist minority supplied from abread. By
an overwhelming majority Congress determined that it was in our
National interest to aid this freedom-loving Nation, our gallant
ally in the last Tar, in restoring her war-devastated economy snd
in providing military supplies needed to establish internal order.

An American Mission fer Aid to Greece, under the leadersnip of
former Webraska Governor Dwight P, Griswold, was sent to Greece to
administer the program,

In the meantime Americans have been asking many questions
about the Greek Aid Program: "Was the United Stotes justified in
assuming this grave responsibility toward Greece?" '"Can Greece
really be saved?" "What sort of a job is the American Mission
doing?" ™fhat cen the Mission hope to accomplish with the funds
provided?"

I have just returned from a 3-weeks' visit to Greece. 1
spent a great deal of time with Governor Griswold and his staff
and with the American Ambassador, Mr, MacVeasgh. I talked with
Greek political leaders and with members of the Greek government,
I met with the Greek Prime Minister, Mr., Sophoulis, who has despite
his sdvanced sge returned to political life to lead his people
under the new coalition government. I talked with businegsmen in
Athens, with farmers and villagers in the Peloponnesus and Crete
ard with refugees in the guerrilla area north of Salonika,



I would like to repori on the situntlon In Greece gz I saw
it== to ;ive an accounting of how your Goverament is cerrying
out the mandate of the American people to aid Greece,

First of all the American Mission in Greece is a good mission,
Its menbars are representative Amerieans who were carefully chosen
on the basis of outstanding ability in administration or in the
speclalized flelds for which the Hission 1s recponsible, They
were selected from some 6,000 applicents ani on the Lasis of
guestionnaires sent to 1,000 men vhe had made outstanding contributions
. in previous public service. In most cases members of the lission

are serving at personal sacrifice as the result of s strong patriotie
appeal,

The Director of the Agriculture Division was drafted from his
position as business manaper at Texas A & i College., The Director
of the Commerce anc Supply Division left a key position in a New
York food conecern, following an outstanding Government career which
included service as a top official in the iar Procduction Board. The
Mizsion Highway Engineer was formerly Commissioner of Highways in
West Virginia, a state which is considered to have about the saome-
type of country as Greece. The Head of the Industry Division was
formerly President of the Sperry Gyroscope Company. Other top
officials of the Mission are men of similar caliber,

I found at KMission headquarters a spirit of enthusiasm and team-
play. The Mission staff believe in their Hission. They arc not the
dollar imperialists the Moscow press would have the world beliave,
They come as friends to a country they gemuinely wan%t to help, and
whosc sovereignty and dignity they roespect--as they rospect the
greetness of her past,

EBut you may say, "+hat has the Mission done to save Grecec?®

First of all therc is the purcly statistical record, Scventeen
shiploads of United States military supplies and eguipment have been
delivered to the Greok Army. Grock troops are now fighting with our
amminition and subsisting on our suppliss, In addition, 137,000 tons
of vheat and flour havc arrived in Greece and 7,800 tons of milk for
the Greek childrcen. Other nocessary Greck imports, such as potrolcum,

coal, sutemotlve spare parts and fortilizers have boon finaneced with
4id funds,

,

But the aceomnlishments of the Mission cannot be measured entircly
in terms of goods deliverced. Sinec it began operations in July the



Miszsion has been gurietly laying the groundwork for coopcration with
the Groek Government to assure that Amorican aild is offectively
utilized for the purposes intcnded, and that the Grocks thomsclvos
make the maxdmum contribution from their orm resources in the
rceovery effort,

On some matters the Hission gives technieal adviec to the Greck
Government, There the usc of Americen resources is involwved, tho
Mizsion has agrecments with the Grock Government which sermit control
over tho operations, Vhere jolnt resourccs of the two countrics arc
involwed, cooperative agrecements have been nogotiated vhich dofine
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the obligations end rosponsibilitics of oth countries, An example
is the Public Roads Administration where an American engineer
administers the construction and maintenance of Greek roads,

A start has been made in the reconstruction of Greck
transportation facilities damaged or destroved by the Tar, and
which are acting as a bottleneck to all Greek recovery. American
contractors, with typical Ameriéan Initiative and energy, have
erganized Greek engineers and laborers., Jobs have been oflered
to guerrillas who accept the government's amnesty. They have
brought in american equipment and materials as required, while
at the same time endeavoring to make maximum use of loccal Greek
materiuls, Work has been started on the Salonika-Athens highway.
Viorkmen are husy repairing the damaged docks at Piraeus and are
clearing the wital Corinth Canal, All this reconstruction
activity is a visitle and even dramatic evidence %to the Greek

reople of the sincere desire of the United States to aid the
Greek nation.

For the first time since the termination of war Greece has a
sound and ¢omplete economic program, designed to start her on the
road toward self-support. In his address las%t Xonday night in
Athens, Frime Minister Sophoulis announced a program developed in
cocperation with the imerican Mission. The Prime Minister calls
for sacrifice and privetion from the Greek people in achieving their
own recovery. He anncunced a new foreign exchange pian designed to
cvercome the handicaps tc Greek export trade of an over-valued
currency and to sell their tcbacco, olive oil, currants and other
products on the world market, He &lsc anncunced the creaticn of a
Foreign Trade Administration heeded by an amcericun employee of the
Greek goverament. This Administration will have suthority to grant
all import licenses. It will eliminate luwaury imports and will pro-
mote Greek export trade., The Trime llinlstor called also for balancing
the Greek tucdget, which can te accomplished only ty atolishing non-
essential Goverrment services and effccting economies in publie
administration,

In other arsas vital to the recovery of Greaece the Mission hes
made real if not spesctacular progress, Agriculture provides a
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divelihooa for €O percent of the people in Grecce. Orders have

been placed for sceds, fertilizers, and pesticides; canning plants
imported by UNRRA have been put into operation; spare parits have becn
ordered for tractors and other farm equipment; a well-drilliing pro-
gram has been started to increase ground water nucessn:y to expand
productive land areas,

Miszion experts in govermment administration are working directly
¥ith a lisison team of CGresk officlals to assist them in effecting
a gonoral reorganization of the Greek govermment, This is designed
to incroase administrative efficiency, to improve civil sorvice
procodures ard to moke overamll savings in the Groek badpet. The
Groek govermnment is reducing its civil servico soployecz ty 15,000
before December 15,
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In the field of Puklic Health, the Mission has taken steps to
procure vaccines and sanitary facilities for the 200,000 refugees
in the north of Greece who have beer mads homeless by guerrilla
activity. It is assisting the Greek government in a reorganization
of its health servlces. It is financing an effective anti-malaria
program conducted by the Greek School of Hygiene, which has reduced
malaria cases from 2,000,000 to 50,000 a year.

In the field of labor, the Kission iz aidine the Greek govarrment
in the development of a sound wage and salary structure cdesigned to
promote industriasl efficlency and an equitzble relstionship betw=cn
ineome and prices. The Hission has begun to train Greek workers in
tho skills regquirsd for ths raconstruction program and in other
proctical fields which will assist in Greeck racovery.

I would not, howaver, have you think that the path to reeovery
in Greceo will be casy nor that Greek independence of foreign zid
is yot in sight. The purchasing power of the &id Funds has boen
lowerad by increased world prices. This year's wheat crop in Greoce
is only two-thirds normal. & considarabla pertion of the Aid Funds
carmarked for reconstruction has by necessity boen diverted to
military expenditures: Guerrilla activity has not been dacreased by
the liberal offer of amnesty by the Greek goverrment. The balancing
of the Greek budgot has not 25 yet been accomplished.

One can, however, say that all of the necessary elements for
recovery are now present, and can begin to be oporalive once internal
order is established in Greece. In the restoration of internal order
we are relying heavily on the creation by the Generul agsembly of the
United Nations of u commission which will effuctively seal the
Greek border against assistance to the guorrillas from Grecees's northern



neighbors. If order ecan be restored there is cvery reason to be
optimistic about tho rocovery of Greses -- oven more optimistic than
one can be about the rocovery of the more industrialized countries of
Europe. If order is not restorad thure esn be no recovery.,

I would at this point like to cxpress my conviction en two
vital points which are not clear to all Americans. The first is
that CGrezece is a real democracy - as we understand democracy.

The word democracy originated in Grecee. Thore has been much talk
about domination of Creocce by o few wealthy poople in athens, In

my opinion this hns been grossly exaggorated. There is individual
wealth in Grzece, as thore must be in any froe cnierprise incentive
systoem. Therc have been selfish individuals and groups which haove
taken advantage of Greck demoeracy to further thoir own interests,
But basically the Greek people are as demccratic as any people on
earth., All of the basic frecdoms are jealously gunrdad. Thers arc
two communist papers in Athens that attack the govarnment and the
American Lid Misslion daily. I am proud to say they attscked me. The
1last Groek elcction was, in the opinion of the allied observers, a
fair eleetion., The Greck government is highly responsive, somctimes
too responsive, to the desires of its people.
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Secondly, I believe that Greeks are unalterably opposed to
communism and will combat it with all msans at their disposal.
Greece has essantially an agricultural economy, and the Greek
farmer, like all farmers, is devoted to the principle of private
property. In talking with refugees who have been driven from their
homes by the guerrillas I found many who had been subjected to
comnunist propaganda - but none who belicved any of the grardiose
promises the communists made. In one village of B0O there had been
only one communist agherent - in another of 450 there wers 25. In
recent labor union elections the moderate "reformists" won 452
members while the communlsts won 49. :

It is equally true, however, that without our assistance Greece
cannot withstand continued aggrossion by her more powecrful communist
neighbors to the north. In Macodonia only 60 miles of Gresk tcrritory
separatcs Bulgaria from an outlet to the Mediterrancan. If Greece's
northern neighbors continue their support of the Gresk guerrilla
forces, the need for foreign aid will continue beyond June 3C, 1948,
no matter what achievements are made by the American -Aid Mission
and the Greek pecple toward rccovery.

Greece is, of course, one of the sixteen European countries
involved in the so-called Marshall Plan, Any decision on that plan



or a continuation of the Greek Aid Program is one for the people
and the Congress of the United States. Only they can decide the
extent and nature of any further aid to be furnished to Gresce.
The policy of this country to support Greek integrity and
independence, consistent with our obligations undsr the United
Nations Charter, will not, howover, terminate with the present Aid
Program on June 30, 1948, but will continus as long 28 Greece

remains o demoeratie country desirous of resisting communist
aggression,




