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DOEDIATE RELEASE MAY 22, 1950
STATRIENT BY THE PRESIDENT

T have just received the report of the President's Committse
on Equality of Treatment and Opportunity in the Armed Services. For
the past two years, t'is Committee has been working gquietly to find
ways and means to bring about true eguality of cpportunity for everyone

in military service.
-

I have followed its work closely, and I kmow thit it has .
probed deeply into the problem, which is not a simple one, and has
been careful to keep u:permost the need for military efficlency.

As the Committee explored personnel practices in the Armed
Services, the members of the staff worked in the closest possible
consultation with the Amy, the Navy and the Air Foree. In fact, the
consultation was so close and continuous that the Committee's recommenda—
tions grew naturally out of the joint discussions. The Services have
accepted all of the Committes's recommendations.

It is, therefore, with a g‘:'*&at deal of conflidence that 1 learn
from the Committec that the present programs of the three Services are
desipned to accomplish the objectives of the President; and that as these
programs are carried oubt, there will be, within the reasonably pear
future, equality of treatment and opportunity for all persons in ths
Armed Services, with a consequent improvement in military effieiency.

I attach the highest importance to this Committee's assignment.
In the Committe«'s cwm words, equality of trecatment and opportunity in
the Armied Services is right, it is just, and it will strengthen the
nation. That is treve throurhout our entire national 1life.

As more and more of our people have shared the opportunity
1.:? enjoy the good things of life, and have developed confidence in the
willingness of thedir fellow Americans to extend equal troatment to them,
our country has 'grovn groat and strong.

e

Today, the free people of the world are lookdng to us for
the moral leadership that will unite them in a common purposes The
free nations of tho world are counting on our strength to sustain them
a8 they mobilize their energies to resist Communist imperialism. l

We have accepted thesc responsibilities gladly and freely.
We shall meet them with the sure knowlodge that we can move [orward
in the solution of our own problems in accordance with the noblest of /@%
onr natdionnl Adeals — the haeldef that 217 men are ereatod sanal . T






