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12 January 1949

70 THE COMMITTEE ON ELUALITY OF TREATMENT
AND OPPORTUNITY IN THE ARMED SERVICES:

Considering it essential that there be maintained in the armed
services of the United States the highest standards of democracy, I
have declared it to be the policy of the President that there shall
be equality of treatment and opportunity for &ll persons in the armed
services without regard to race, color, religion or national origin.

In Executive Order No. 99€l, dated July 26, 1948, I directed
that this policy should be put into effect as rapidly as possible.
By this same executive order, I created the President's Committee on
Equality of Treatment and Opportunity in the Armed Services. I am
happy to welcome you, each of you, to the tasks and opportunities
which now become yours.

Qur total national economy demands the most effective utiliza-
tion of the services of every citizen. Likewise it is the privilege
and responsibility of every citizen to make the maximum possible con-
tribution to our national strength. The concept of democracy that
our naticn represents to the peoples of the world demands that there
be equality of treatment and opportunity in the armed services as
well as in all other phases of our national life.

It occurs to me that under the guidance of your chairman, the
Committee will wish to make a comprehensive survey of the past and

present status and service of the Negro citizen in the armed services.



You will find that the services have themselves been developing plans
for improving the utilization of all minorities.

It is my profound desire that the work of this Committee shall
yield results which will be not simply a report, but a set of operable
plans, a blueprint, for constructive action.

The national security requires that you make your contribution,
consistent with the fundsmental rights of all men, toward the full

development of the strength of our country.




TO'TDIATE FELEASE JULY 26, 1948

EYECUTIVE ORDER

99 ¢/

ESTABLISHING THE PRESIDENT'S CO!3ITTEE ON
EQUALITY OF TREATMENT AND OPFORTUNITY IN
THE AR'ED SZRVICES

WHEREAS it is essential that there be maintained in the
armed services of the United States the highest standards of
demccracy, with equality of treatment and opportunity for a1l
those who serve in our country's defonse:

NOW, THERTFORE, by virtue of the authority wvested in
me as Prosident of the Unitcd States, by thé Constitution and
the statutes of the United States, and as Commander in Chicf of
the ammed services, it iz hereby ordercd as follows:

1.

It is hereby declared to be the policy of the President

that therec shall be equalitr of treatment and opportunity for all

persons in the amed services without regard to race, color,

religion or national origin. This policy shall be put into effect
as rapidly as possiblc, having due regard to the time required

to effectuate any necessary chunges without impairing effieciency
or morale,

2.

Therc shnll be created in tho National Military Estabe

lishment an advisory committce to bc known us the President's
Comuittec on Equality of Treatment and Cpportunity in the Armed
Scrvices, vhich shall be composed of seven members to be desig-
nated by the President,
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The Committoe is cuthorized on behalf of tho Prosident

to examine into the mles, proecedures and practices of tho armed
services in order to detormine in what respcet such rules, pro-
codurces and practices may bo altered or improvad with 2 view

to earrying ocut the peliey of this order, The Comuittce shall
confer and advise with thc Secrctary of Defense, the Secretary
of the Amy, the Sceretary of the Havy, and the Seeretary of

the Air Forceo, and shall make such recom cndations to the
President and to said Secrotarics as in the judgment of the
Comittee will effeccuate the policy heorcof.
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e ALL CXoCuTive deportments ond agencics of the Fodoral
Govermment are authorized and directed to cropera.e with the
Comaittec in its work, and to furnish the Cormittee such ine-
formation or the scrvicos of such persons o5 the Committec may
require in the perfomance of its dutics,

5s Vhen requested by the Comittue to do so, persons
in thc amed scrvices or in any of the cxoeutive departments
and sgencies of the Fedor:l Govemment shall testify before
the Committce and shall meke aveilable for the use of the

—Comrittes such doguments and cther information as the Com=
mittce may roequire,

B+ Thae Committee shall continua to exdist until such

time as the Presidont shall termincte its existence by Beacu-
tive ordoer,

HATRY 8. TRMAN

THE WHITE HOUSE

July 26, 1948
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