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April 25, 1950. y‘
MEMO FOR HONORABLE JORN STEELMAN: q’ .VAM '
Dear Johng /YW ?q‘f ‘
This finally has reached hf j

my desk. Probably by now you have

heard from Tobin, who agrees

with me m%&nuﬁi

will reconsider and send the reque X 25
letter. } ¥

I am willing to admit that
Phil Randolph has misbehaved occasion-
ally, but fortunately he is not in the
Paul Robeson class and the members of
the Union, which is a respected AFL
Union, should not be penalised. What
particularly appeals to us practical
guys, and of course would not influence
you academicians, is the fact that next
September is not very far from next

November., |
DAVID K. NILES
Administrative Assistant
to the President
= o



February 9, 1950

Dear Mr. Randolph:

I bave given much thought to the matters contained in your
letter of January 19th, and have discussed the matter with both the
Fresidemt and the Secretary of Defemse. Based on my own investiga-
ticn of the matters referred to in your letter, and on the discussions
referred to above, it does not seem to we feasible to provide the
military air transportation which you suggest for a Commission of
Inquiry sueh as that which you describe. IF:.

As you know, the President's Committee on Equality of
Treatment been actively

substantially the same sort of inguiry as that which
you contemplate, and as a result of its activity, coupled with the
work going forward in this field in the Department of Defense itself,
substantial progress has been made by the Army, the Havy, and the
Air Force - the most recent indication of this progress being Army
Special Regulation 600-629-1, iseued January 16, 1950,

In addition to the current work which ls going forward in
this fisld, there have Leen several other inquiries in recent year= -
inoluding a tour of the United States Ogcupled Zones of Oermany and
Austria by a group of Negro newspaper publishers, in A;ril of 19L8;
a trip by a nmber of church leadsrs, including Dishop W. J. Walls
of the African Methodist Episcopal Ziom Church in 1947; and an
inquiry by a delegation from the Negro Newspaper Publishers Associa-
tion in 1946, The 1546 report, which was submitted to Secretary of
War Patterson, was signed by Mr. Frank L. Stanley; Mr. Dowdal H.
Davis, Jr.; and Mr, William 0. Walker, Bishop Walls sulmitted his
1947 report to Seoretary of the Army Fenneth Royall, and the 1548
report — also submitted to Secretary Royall — was signed by Mr.
Dowdal H., Davis, kir, Clifford Meckay, Mr. Louis E. Martin, Mr.
William G. Nunn, Mr, Frank L. Stanley, Mr. Carter Weslsy and Mr.
Thomas W, Young.

In your letter of Jamuary 19th, you suggest the sivdility
of creating an ad hoo Congressional Committee,,to consti the
proposed Commission of Ingquiry = with the Congressional members to
be aided by oivilian eomsultants. It is my understanding that
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applicable regulations which have alrecdy been made available to you.

Of course, the creatiom of a Congressional Committee would
be a matter for the Congress itself to decide.

Cordial ly,

DAVID K. NILES
Administrative Assistant
to the President

Mr. A. Philip Randolph

Co=Chairman

Committee Against Jin Crow in Military Service
and Training

Suite T06

112 East 19th Street

New York 3, New York



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

7 February 1950

Dear Dave,

In response to your memorandum of February 1,
I am attaching a sugpested draft of a letter from you to
Mr, A, Philip Randolph. I think that such a letter would
be preferable to anything that 1 mipht write to the
Heynolds-=Randolph team — particularly in the light of
Mr. Reynolds' letter of December 19 to Secretary Johnson,
in which I am described as "your white special assistant
from Alabama." Since Mr. Heynolds! letter of December 19
is equally complimentary to Mr. James Evans, who is de-
scribed as a person "of venal duplicity", I doubt that
any useful purpose would be served by any letter which
lr, Evans might sign — and for that reason it is my recom-
mendation that the letier to kr. Randolph be sipned by you.

I am also enclosing, at your request, a draft
of a suggested letter to Mr. Elmer », Henderson.

Sincerely,
&f"’}‘z;(, e
Harx Leva

Honorable David Niles

MAdministrative Assistant
to the President

The White House



DRAFT

Dear Mr. Handolphs:

I have given much thought to the matters contained in your
letter of January 19, and have discussed the matter with both the
President and the Secretary of Defense. Based on my own investigation
of the matters referred to in your letter, and on the discussions
referred to above, it does not seem to me feasible to provide the
military air transportation 'I't::l.ch you suggest for a Commission of
Inquiry such as that which you describe.

As you know, the President's Committee on Equality of
Treatment and Opportunity in the Armed Services has been actively
engaged in substantially the same sort of ingquiry as that which you
contemplate, and as a result of its activity, coupled with the work
going forward in this field in the Department of Defense itself,
substantial progress has been made by the Army, the Navy, and the
Air Force — the most recent indication of this progress being
Army Special Hegulation 600-629-1, issued January 16, 1950.

In addition to the current work which is poing forward
in this field, there have been several other inquiries in recent
years — including a tour of the United States Occupied Zones of
Germany and Austria by a group of Negro newspaper publishers, in
April of 1948; a trip by a number of church leaders, including
Bishop W. J. Walls of the Africalethodist Episcopal Zion Church



in 1947; and an inquiry by a delegation from the Negro Newspaper

Publishers Association in 1946. The 1946 report, which was submitted
to Secretary of War Patterson, was signed by ir. Frank L. Stanley;

Mr. Dowdal H, Davis, Jr.; and lr. William O, Walker. Bishop Walls
submitted his 1947 report to Secretary of the Ammy Kenneth Hoyall,

and the 1948 report —- also submitted to Secretary Hoyall —— was

signed by lir. Dowdal H. Davis, Hr. Clifford Hackay, lir. Louis E. iartin,
¥r. William G. Hunn, Mr. Frank L. Stanley, Hr. Carter 'ﬁeslaj,f%% Thomas
We Young.

In your letter of January 19, you sugpest the possibility of
creating an ad hoc Congressional Committee, to constitute the proposed
Commission of Inquiry — with the Longressional members to be aided
by civilian consultants. It is my understanding that Secretary Johnson
has supplied you with copies of current regulations applicable to
Congressional travel on military aircraft., I think that it is clear
from these regulations that the Chairman of a Congressional Committee
could request transportation by military aireraft for the purpose you
have in mind, and, if a Congressional Committee were to take such a
trip, the Committee could be accompanied by such staff members and
consultants as the Chairman of the Committee might desimate -- subject,
of course, to the provisions of the applicable regulations which have
aglready been made available to you.

S«J_.l;‘tl [I shall be glad to discuss this entire subject with you in ovdj:

rreater detail at any time:?



Sincerely yours,

DAVID K. NILES

Administrative Assistmt
to the President

DRAFT

Dear Mr, Henderson:

In connection with your letter of Jamuary 16, addressed
to President Truman, I am taking the liberty of quoting the following
Mhrm:luthr which Se cretary of Defense Johnscn receantly
wrote to a member of the United Statea 3enate, on this same general

"In connection with your letter of November 30, it eccurs
to me that a brief recital of the facts might be in order.
First, though, let me assure you that neither this office nor
the Department of the Arwy has ever refused *‘permission for a
to inspect current overseas racial prac-
tices of the armed forces in the American Zone of Germany'.
Mﬁuhunwﬂhuﬂ:d‘rﬂt 'gone wnanswered for al-
most a month',

i
i

"Since you have been misinformed on this score, I want
to set the record straight . . .

"The f{irst letter I received on this subject — and the
only letter received by me, prior to the arrivdl of your let-
ter of lovember 30 — was a letter dated November 235 and bear-
ing the rubber-stamped signatures of Mesars. A. Philip Handolph
and Grant Heynolds. Upon receipt of this letter, I directed
Assistant Secretary of Defense Paul Griffith to look into the
matter thoroughly, for some of the statements contained in the
letter of Hovember 23 were extremely disturbing to me.

"Upon inquiry, Secretary OGriffith found that an earlier
letter on the same subject, sipned by Senator Langer and addressed
to Mr. Jmmes Bvans of my staff, had beem promptly ackmowledged by
Mir, Evans., This letter dealt with the possible creation, by the
"Committes Against Jim Crow in Military Service and Training' of
a civilian commission of inquiry, to consist of members to be
selected by the A. Philip Randolph-Grant Reynolds Committee.



"In additiontto acknowledging this letter, Mr. Evans had
vigited Senator Langer's office, and, in the light of Senator
Langer's absence from Washington, had discussed the entire
matter with members of Senator Langer's staff, Nr. Evans had

:

made a personal trip to Hew York, in order to discuss the
sal at first-hand with Mr. Grant Reynolds, Co-Chairman of
"Committee Against Jim Crow in Military Service and Training.'

s

"The simple fact of the matter is this: we have been asked
transportation by military aircraft for a commission
of inquiry which a private group wishes to establish. I am sure
that you will recall my exchange of correspondence with Senator
in Ssptember, with respect to the use of military sircraft.
t that time, I issued a press release which read as follows:

"y

|

1]

For trips that are in the national interest
and necessary to the conduct of Govermment business,
military aircraft may be used by authorised officials
of the Fedaral Govetrnmetit. Thiz aprlies €o officials
of the Department of Defense to .the same extent, and
in the same manner, that it spplies to officials of
other Government agencies, °

"iThe more detailed statement of policy on thie
subject, which was promulgated on 31 December 1946, re-
mains in effect. Among other things, this pelicy pro-
vides as follows: "Requests for travel, without reim-
bursement, Ly members of the Congress or high government
offieials, whose travel is primarily of official concern
to the National Military Establishment (now the Depart-
ment of Defense) should be screened and apnroved by the
Chairman of the Congressional Committee (or military sube
comzittee, in the case of the Aprropriations Committees)
upon which the member of Congress is serving or, in the
case of offieisls of other government apencies, the head
of the governmental department to which the official is
attached, and the request then forwarded, preferably in
writing, by such Committee Chairman or department head . .. "

"1The requests referred to in the passage set out
above will be acted on as speedily as possible, and on
a just mnd egquitable basis. The statement of a Commities
Chairman or department head that a trip is in the national
interest and necessary to the conduct of Government busi-
ness will nommally be a sufficient basis for aporovil of
the requested trip.



"i¥here a trip is in the national interest and nec-
essary to the conduct of Covernment business but is not
primarily of official concern to the Department of Defense,
normal pgovernmental appropriation and expenditure orocedures
apply, and in such cases the Department of Defense is reim-
mbmﬂm:ylth- department or agency primarily concerned with

"The proposed commission of inquiry is not eligible for travel
on military airecraft, within the terms of our existing regulations.
Te have followed a consistent policy in this regard, and will con-
timue to do so.

"If a committee of the Congress should itself desire "to in-
spect current overseas racial practices of the armed forces in the
American Zone of Germany' and should the Chairman of the Committes
request transportation for the purpose in accordance with the regu-
lations presently in effect, we would of course deal with the matter
on precisely the same footing that we would deal with any other
Congressional request for transportation. A request that we furnish
transportation to a private group, however, is a request which we
mst necessarily deny, in accordance with the procedures which I
reiterated in my statement of September 6, and which Secretary of
Deflense Fnﬁutﬂ originally promulgated in his directive of Decem-
ber 31, 1748, -

"I am enclosing for your information two copies of the press
release of September 5, together with two copies of my letter of
September 1 to Senator Thomas, on the gensral subject of Congres-
sional travel by military aireraft.

"If there should be any further information which I can supply
on this matter, please let me know, I have dealt with the matter

at considerable length for I do not want you to be the victim of
misinformation,

sincerely yours,
/8/ LOUIS JOHMSON®
I am also enclosing a copy of Army Special Hegulation 600-629-1,
as issued on Jmmuary 16 of this year, This revised Army Regulation
represents one of the products of the uunp-nrlﬂn effort of the Depart-
ment of the Army and the President's Committee on Equality of Treatment
and Opportunity in the Armed Services, of which the Honorable Charles



Fahy is Chairman.

I believe that the excerpts quoted above from Secretary Johnson's
letter will give you an accurate picture of the situation with respect
to the proposed Commission of Inquiry. In summing up, I would say that

there is no objection whatsoever to such a Commission of Inquiry,
but nedther is thnna:iutmtimdp:wldingfr-trnlporuum
on military aircraft to such a privately-organized commission. My
primary reason, therefors, for enclosing Armmy Special HRegulation
600-629-1 is to peint out the current activities in this field
tiﬁhhmmlﬂfmthjmtmﬁmut-thlmndﬁl
President's Committee.

Sinceraly yours,

David K. Niles
Administrative Assistant
to the Presidant



February 1, 1950

Honorable iarx Leva

Assistant Secretary of Defsnse

:

I am also enclosing & communication received by the

of the jimerican

President from Wr. Elmer W, Henderson,
Couneil on Human Rightss

—

"

o

DAVID K. NILES

Administrative Assistant



Esecutivs Secrstary

WILLIAM WORTHY, I
Field Sacrebry

LYNN SEITTIR KIRE

Washingten, D). ., Chairman

ALBERT BLACK

to the Presidant

i e
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BELFORD ¥, LAWSON, JE.
Januery 19, 1850 JASES M. MADRIT, J0

Mr, David Eiles
The Whita House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Niless

In fulfillment of your request at our conference with you
yesterday, I am submitting the following.

Hecause of repeated Negro press dispatohes from the American
Zone of Germany we believe, s do many other liberal and chureh orpaniza-
tions, that an objective and thorough investization should promptly be
made of the treatment of Negro servicems the oocu armed services
BT & written report should then be su ted to the
President in terms of degree of implementatlion of his Executive Order of
July 26, 1948,

We favor an ed hoo Conpressional committee -~ selected
from members of the House and Senate who are vitally conecerned that
Amarica‘'s foreipn policy not be damaged by undemocratio practices in the
armed services -- end for a rounded investigation we belleve it would
be essential for ocivilian consultants, of the caliber of Henry Epstein
and of John Finerty of %“he Civil Liberties Union, to be included and
provided with militery air transportetion. We previocusly informed the
Deferse Department that Life magazine was, snd still is, willing to essign
Earl Brown to cover the investizating group, and other publications have
agreed to assign reporters.



I appreciate your graciousness in agreeinpg to work this metter
out 80 that we shall not have to request an appointment directly with the
President. As the Liberal Perty wrote to Mr. Johnson, it is essential that
the publio not reach ths conclusion that the Defense Department is attempting

to conceml conditioms abroad.
cordimll oUTE
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