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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOM

March 22, 1948

Memorandum for; David K, Niles
Administrative Assistant to the President

From: The President

Attached is a memorandum left with me by
the Negro Committee which was in to see me yesterday,

I am sending it to you so you will be familiar with the

conversation between us.

Encl,
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S ORAIIDUL. TO PRESIDIM HAIY 5, THULAE 0T OCCASIOC CF 11 A.l. COMIRLCE

In your messerc to Cons~ress on ilprch 17, 1948, our ompegl Jor cnactment of
Universel i.ilitery Treining end for revivel ol Sclcetive Scrvice conteinad no
reference to niliterr sesresation sznd éiscriminction on the vrsis of rece, do=
gnite the recomcndations of the President's Coumittece on Jivil Ri-hts.

Your Comittee sincifieelly reconiicnded thet th-re be no se;rc-etion nor ¢ig=-
eriminetion in any rzcetime dreft rnd in the 2lready existing nilitary esteblish-
ment, It rccommended lesislation by Congress to thot end.

WUhile the Cormittec's corprehensive roport *ron the heerty emorovel ol lezro
eitizens 2t the time 4t res issued, ve ore no deeilr (isturbed by the reeccnt
cecision of Secretery of the Army llemneth C. HRorell to peinbain jinero'r In the
drtionel Guerd, maizins en cxmesntion of ‘e Jursey only becouse of its {irm con=
gtitutionel srohibition. & further ceuvse of distross is the exelusion of Tecrops
from the cxoerinentel ULT earp et TFort Knom, Ly., vhich asmeers to it into the
nettorn of ae::ljng;atnd. vhite snd ilcro bettelions nlenned by the ’‘er Deawrtrent if
Con:ress should snnact 2 permenent dreft, The suthority Jor this infermation comes
from Cheirmen ‘elter G. Andrews of the Housv Amed Servicrs Coomittce end is bute
tregaed br the relieble reaort that the Armr ronoved en enti-diserininction nro-

vise fron the Ui bill e~s5 dreited by the QiTies of Selective 3-rvice 2ecords,



before the bill reeched Con-ress.

In re—2rd -orticularl to 2 revival of Seleetive Scrvicoe, ‘c~re vwicrans are
well ourliifizd to insist u-on oroad, uneouivocnl rati-sesrenation ~nd eivil ri‘hts
sefesuerds for wrosncetive drefters, The weei: enti-discrinination Scction 4L of
the 1240 Sclective Service end TYreinins Act ves villfully violateé by Selcetive
Service and the Arnmy, end the wvicletions 'ere ush:lé %y the courts,.

e thercfore urre unon you, 25 Comnanicre-in-Chici, thc followins stevs:

= Doe =

MEMORANDUM TO PRESIDENT TRUMAN -2 - March 22, 1948

1, Insist, in a supplementary message to Congress, upon enti-segregation amend-
ments and civil rights safeguards -~ pertaining to travel by men in uniform on
public carriers, to use of public facilities, to attacks by police, mob and vigi-
lante groups as well as to the military training program itself -~ in any UMT
and Selective Service legislation,

2, End immediately, by Executive Order, all racial discrimination and segregation
in the already existing armed services,

3« Direct the Department of the Army to assign Negro enlistees, on an unsegre-
gated basis, to the experimental TMT camp at Fort Enox, Ky,

4, Direct Secretary of the Army Royall to inform the governors of all states that
the policy of discrimination in the Wational Guard will no longer be dictated by
the federal government,

5. Use your administrative diligence to prevent a repetition of the wartime
abuses, indignities and humiliations suffered by Wegro soldiers, in the event that

Congress should enact TMT legislation or revive Selective Service.

Grant Reynolds, National Chai rman
A. Philip Randolph, Hational Treasurer

Albert Black, Washington Chairman



Norma E. Boyd, Director, Non-Partisan Council on Public Affairs, Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority

Joseph H. B. Evans, Former Executive Secretary, 12th Street Branch, YHMCA,
: Washington

Charles H. Houston, Special Counsel, National Asscciation for the Advancement
of Colored People

Horace Q. Pollard, National Bar Association

William Worthy, Jr., Action Director, Congress of Racial Equality



