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INTRODUCTION

In a cross-section study of morale attitudes of white enlisted memn in
the Army, conducted by the Attitude Research Branch, Armed Forces
Information and Education Division, Office of the Secretary of Defense
in May-June 1949, a few questions were asked about their feelings toward
the integration of Negro soldiers. The men queried in this study were
selected by scientific principles as a representative sample of white
enlisted men in the Army in the United States. This report is besed
upon the replies of 1151 of these men who enlisted for two years or
moTe.

Since r{rﬂ.f t.?nﬂ end short-termers now constitute such a small portion

of the Army, the number of such men in the sample queried was consequently
too small for separate detailed analysis.

This is a report of men's preferences and not necessarily an estimation
of how they actually would react if Negro soldiers were integrated into
their wnits. The value of this analysis is the information which it
furnishes concerning the initial smount of opposition to proposed Negro
integration and the characteristics of men who constitute the opposing
group. Attitudes expressed in this study can be used for comparison
with future surveys to evaluate trends in this aspect of morale.
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MAIN FINDINGS

expected, the region from which men come is-closely

gition to Hegro integration. However, educational

reloted
level

is also related to these attitudes. The most opposed soldiers are men
fron the South who had no more than grade school education. High
school graduates from the South are not merkedly different in thelr
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opinions from men with similar education from some other regions of

the couniry.

Men who say they have worked with Negro soldiers are less opposed
to integration than thoge who say they never have worked with them.

Wen who are relatively dissatisfied with messes, medical attention,
end off-duty entertainment faecilities are more opposed to Negro
integration than those with more favorable o ons of these post

facilities.

Quantitatively, the opposition to integration of Negro goldiers
is as follows!

Definitely opposed to both complete and partial

( separate messing and sleeping arrangements) integration 324
Definitely opposed 1o complete integration, but not

definitely opposed to partial integration 29

Not definitely opposed to integration __3_%

100%

From the above percentages the following deductions may be made: E

Definitely opposed to complete integration 61%

Not definitely opposed 1o complete integration __39%

100%

Definitely opposed to partlal jntegration 324

e a1 Intepration
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THE CRITERIA OF OPPOSITION

Men were asked to

express their feelings toward two situations

involving integration of Negro soldiers into units.

ituation A = C 1 Intesrat

"How would

you feel about serving in the same company

with Negro soldiers, in other words, working and
training together, sleeping in the same barracks
and eating in the same mess halls?

I would dislike it wery much

I would rather not but it would

not matter too much
It would make no difference to me

I would 1like it"

Situation B — Partial Integration

"Suppose a

company has four mits. Two units are white

soldiers only and two umits have Negro soldiers only.
All the wnits work together but do not sleep in the
game barracks or eat in the same mess halls.

"How would

you feel about belng assisned to one of the

white units in such a company?

I would dislike it wery much

I would rather not but it would
not matter too much

It would make no difference to me

I would like it"®



On the besis of their responses to these two questions, men were
olassified into the following three categories:

Category I — Definitely Opposed to Any Integration
When e man answered, "I would dislike it wyery puch® to both

situstions he was considered to be definitely opposed to both

partial and complete integration. This category is represented in
the charts of this report by this shadings f:iiiiiiiiiiiii]

Category II — Definite Opposed to Complete
If the answer was "I would dislike 1 " to complete
integration end eny other reply to partisl integration, he was

consideraed to be definitely o ged to lete inte

not definitely opposed to partisl integration. This group is
represented in the charts by this shading: —

Category III — HNot Definitely Opposed to Iptegration
A1l other combinations of replies were considered as not definitely

opposed to integration which is represented as follows: m :

Combinations of Categories

The percentape definitely opposed to complete integration would be

the combination of Categories I and II. The percentage not definitely
opposed to complete integration would be Category III. The percentage
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definitely opposed to partial integration would be Calegory L. 148

percentage not definitely opposed to partiel integration would be
the combination of Categories II and III.
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The region in which men spent the greatest part of the five years
previous to their enlistment is related to their opinlons.

South*

Uidwest®

Far West*

Hortheast¥

@ W%

As might be expected, the men from the South are most opposed; while
those from the Northeast are leest opposed.

Almost half of the men from regions other than the South, end slightly
more than one—guarter of the men from the South are not definitely
opposed to Negro integration.

¥ Siates included in each reglon were:

South:

Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Maryland, North Carocline,
A% AaemE . Tiemdwdn TWest Viroinis, Alabama.
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Kentucky, Mississippi, Tennessee, Arkansas, Louisiana,
Oklshoma, Texas, and Digtrict of Columbie.

Midwests I1linois, Indiane, Hichigan, Ohio, Wisconsin, Iowa,
Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota,
South Dakota.
Far Wegt: Arizons, Colorado, Idaho, Wontana, Nevada, New Mexico,
Uteh, Wyoming, Californis, Oregon, Washington.
Hortheast: Comnecticut, Maine, Uassachusetts, New Hampshire,
Rhode Island, Vermont, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania.
i
Education is Inverceiy Related to Opposition
When men from all repions of the country are grouped together by
amount of formel education, the picture of opposition to Negro
integration appears like this:
Category I Category II Category III
DEFINITELY OPPOSED DEFINITELY OFPOSED NOT DEFINITELY
TO BOTH COMPLETE TO COMPLETE OPPOSED TO
AND PARTIAL ONLY INTEGRATION

Grade School Only |::iiiiiiij2g & il

Some High School  |::::::29R::::::

.................

High School Grad.

Men who had not gone beyond grede school were more likely to be

opposed to Negro integration than were men with more educztion.

Since soldiers' educstion varies considerably with reglon of origin,

these groups were analyzed by region to allow more detailed comparison.



The chart showing breakdown by region and educetion is on the

following page.

SOUTH

Grade School Only

Some High School

High School Grad.

Some High School

High School Grad.

EAR WEST

Grade School Only

Some High School

High School Grad.,

NORTHEAST

R N e ) e 4

Some High School

Repgion end Education
Category 1 Category II Category III
DEFINITELY OPPOSED DEFINITELY OPPOSED NOT DEFINITELY
TO BOTH COMPLETE TO COKMPLETE OPFOSED TO
AND PARTTAL ONLY INTEGRATION

B &= //////ﬁ////////é




High School Grad.

The most striking effect of education seems to be among men from the South:
those who are high school graduates are not significantly different in
oprosition from high school graduates in the Midwest and Far West.

Education among men from the Midwest and Far West does not show & consistent
relationship with the amount of opposition.

Among the men from the Northeast, the greater the formal education, the less
the opposition.

Since both education snd region are related to attitudes toward Negro inte-
gration, the variables which follow will be studied by comparing the South
with all other parts of the country in three education groups. o 1

CONFIDENTIA
ence is Invers lated to O i

White soldiers who say they have worked with Negro soldiers are less
opposed to integration than those who say they have not.

The question asked was:

"Have you ever worked or trained with Negro soldiers?
Yes, I am wirking or training with
Negro soldiers pow
Yes, I have worked or trained with
Negro solfiiers, tut I am not now
No, I never worked or trained with
Negro soldiers"

Those who answered either "Yes, I am working or treining with Negro
soldiers pow" or "Yes, I have worked or trained with Negro soldiers
«ss" were considered to have had experience with Negroc soldiers.®

The attitudes toward integration of those who said.they had experience
with Negro soldiars and those who said they had not are compared in the

chart below:
Category I Category II Category II1
DEFINITELY OPPOSED DEFINITELY OPPOSED NOT DEFINITELY
T0 BOTH COMPLETE TO COMPLETE OPFOSED TO
AND PARTIAL ONLY INTEGRATION
Experienced Bl W

Not experienced W .




When the group is enalyzed by region and education, the relationship
between experience and opposition holds up. Regardless of region or
education those who say they have worked with Negro soldiers are less
opposed than those who say they have not.

*In some cases a man's attitude toward wegroes may influence his answer
to this question. For example, a white soldier works in a ma intenance

shop which services trucks driven by negru soldiers of another upit:
if the white soldier is favorable toward working with Negro soldiers,
he may be inclined to report that he is working with them; on the other

if the white soldier is vigorously opposed to working with Megro
mghm. he may be incl ?nad ta %epulr!t "!hagpgu ?5 not mrk?ng i?l‘.h ?hem.
By examining the replies of men within the same unit, there appears to be

evidence that reported experiences is in some cases conditioned Dy
attitudes toward Negroes. By and large, however, men's report of their
experience seems to have a predominantly factual basis.

1=

Opposition to Integration in Relation to Exverience, Education, and Region

Category I Category II Category III
DEFINITELY OPPOSED DEFINITELY OPPOSED NOT DEFINITELY
TO BOTH COMPLETE TO COMPLETE OFPOSED TO
GRADE SCHOOL ONLE AND PARTIAL ONLY INTEGRATION
SOUTH § L '
Experienced

Not experienced

OTHER REGIONS

i Eﬁ W

Not experienced
SOWE HIGH SCHOOL

m:mmad EA W
ot expertencen |11 4o SRR 77
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Not experienced SCRETEe . S
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Personal Esprit is Inversely Related to Opposition

The men were asked:

"In general, how would you say you feel most of the time,
in good or in low spirits?
am

usually in good spirits
am in good spirits some of the time
and in low spirits some of the time

I am usually in low spirits.”

Those who reported that they were usually in good spiritec were less
opposed to Negro integration than the group vho were usually in low

spirits.

Category 1 Category II Category III
DEFINITELY OPPOSED DEFINITELY OFPOSED NOT DEFINITELY
TO BOTH COLPLETE TO COMPLETE OFPOSED TO

AT DATFTTAT ot Y THNTECRATTON
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Low spirits some
of the time;
good spirits some

of the time

-
x

Usually in good
gpirits

CONFIDENTIAL

Variables Which Show no Relationship to Oppegition to Integration

The following items showed no consistent relationship to opposition
to the integration of Negro soldiers:
® Present reenlistment plans
¢ Job satisfaction
e Attitude toward the promotion policy
e Pride in outfit
e Attitude toward officers and noncoms
Intensity of Feeling on Integration of Negre Scldiers as Shown
by Free Comnent
Although comments on integration were not gpecifically requested,
a small number of the men who used a space provided for additional
remerks at the end of the guestiomnaire stated their feelings sbout

mixing Negro and white soldiers. These varied from very mild
theoretical considerations to violent emotional outbursts. Some

a k& oy ey o e Tt e e



of these comments are reproduced balow:
Cpl. 20 years old, single, some high school, New York City.

"1 think the Army is making a mistake about essigning
Negro end white troops together. I haven't talked with
anyone (white) that cared for the idea and in my opinien
a great deal of the old soldiers will not stay in after
and if that plan goes into effect."

Ret. 18 years old, single, gome high school, Kentucky.

"I think a Negro soldier has the right to rate the same
as any other no matter what."

Rl L3

M/Sgt., 30-34 years old, high school graduate, North Carolina.

"I will probably change my mind about the Army as a career

if forced to associate with Negroes. Negro outfits should
be maintained separately. To do otherwise is to invite
trouble and many complications. The equal rights plan
should not be forced on the Army as en example to civiliens."

Pfc., 20 years old, grade school education, State not given.

"About Negroes, they are human and cen't be taken off the
face of the earth. PBut they shouldn't be together with
white soldiers because some of them, the bestest percent,
are still like Hend Hunters. They have bad blood, some
of them ere like animels. And if you give them a finger
they take an arm end anyway this is unnecessary. They
just shouldn't have them live with white men, for sure
all the G.I.'s will quit the Army or buck like hell to
get out.”

M/Sgt., 25-29 years old, married, high school graduste, New Jersey.

"The Negro problem is small compered to the problem of housing
suitable to accomodate the guality of men the Services seem
to be after.”

Sgt., 25=-29 years old, married, high school graduate, Virginis.

"] feel that the white race and Negro race should not be
mixed in the service. Why should the Army be a giinea

pig for & race problem. The segregation exists in eivilian
life. I would if ordered into s wnit with Negroes, do my
ba=t. however. to ot aloneg with evervone and soldier +o the
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best of my ability. I would be just to white and Negro alike.
Hevertheless, I would rether not be confronted with the

problem.”
Pfe., 19 years old, single, high school gradunte, Ohio.

"I do not think the Negro troops and the white troops should be
mixed. I think and I have heard others of the same opinion upon
this subject, I would go AWOL if I was ever put in with Negro

: troops. The Negro is all right if he stays in his place, but

: the whites should not go out of their way to make trouble for
them. If the Negro and the whites were mixed there would be
Civil War among the troops. There would be & lot of useless
bloodshed if this ewver happens.”
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