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August 18, 1948

Dear Mr., Berle:

Your letter of August 9 to the Fresident asldng that a
statement be issued with reference to the policy of the United
States Govermment regarding the alimination of

sagregation in the
—Armed-Perees—has been referred to the writer for attention. The _,,,g

President appreciates your interest in this lmportant subject.

The President's position has already been made clear and
4t is felt that a fomal statesent is not needed., 1 should like to
eall your attention to paragraph 1 in the President's Exscutive
Order of July 26, 1948, which contains the following declaration of
policy by the President:

"It is hereby declared to be the policy of the Fresident
that there shall be equality of treatment and opportunity
for all persons in the armed services without regard to
rage, color, religion or national origin., This policy
shall be put into effect as rapidly as possible, having due
regard to the time required to effectuate any necessary
changes without impairing efficiency or morale."

Your attention is also directed to a public statement
made by the President at a weekly Fress Conference on July 29, 194E,

At that time, the President, in answer to a question, stated in
effect that his advocaecy of equality of treatment and opportunity
in the Armed Forees envisioned eventually the end of segregation in

Very sincerely yours,

CLARK M. CLIFFCRD
Special Counsel to the Fresident

Mr. Adolf A. B-rl'. Jr. —#égé
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X Hational Legisla®ivwe Committes

160 WEsT 44TH STREET
MNew York 18, N. Y,
LONGACRE 5-0500

August 8th, 1548

Fresident Harry S. Truman
White House
Washington, D, C.

Dear President Trumen:=

CE] Committee in asking
you, lr. President, tn issue a statement that it will be
oy of the_ En:.ta-d States Government to work for
the elimination of segrogation in the Armed Forces of our
e belleve such a statement by you, following
excellent Executive Order abolishing discrimination
in the Armed Services, would hawe an inspirinr effect both
at home and abroad, and would strensthen iAmerican demccracy

immeasurably.

»
At the request of the Committese Agaipst Jim#ml‘ in
Military Service and '!!minini, e Iiberal Farty o

May we also ask that you set forth in definite terms,
the authority and responsibility of the special committee for
the elimination of discrimination in the Armed Forces, just
as was done in connection with the elimination of disorimina=
tion in the civil service of ocur federal government.

Your executive orders meant much to all who treasure
democracy. We bellewe that affirmetive sotion on our suggestions
will increase confidence in our democracy and strengthen our
national defense, both morally and physically.

Warg, Preases

Respectiully yours,

&&%@Bmﬂdaﬁ_ .
ADQIF A, BERIE, Jr.,
State Chairman
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BEN DAVIDNSON
Executive Director = %

BENJAKIN F. MeLAURIN,
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DIEDIATE RELEASE JULY 26, 1948

EXHCUTIVE CHRLER

ESTABLISHING THE PRESIDENT'S COIMT'ITTEE ON
EQUALITY OF TRENTHERT AND OPFORTUNITY IN
THE AR'ED SERVICES

WHEREAS it is essential that there be maintained in the
armed services of the Unitad Stetes the highest standards of
democrecy, with eguality of trcatment and opportunity for all
those who serve in our ccuntry's defonse:

MOW, THEMREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested in
me as Prosident of the 'nit od States, by the Constituticrn and
the statutes of the Unitnd Stotes, end as Commander in Chief of
the amod services, it iz herehy ordered as follows:

1, Tt is hereby d2clared to be the policy of the President
that therec shall be equalitr of treatment and opportunity for all
persens in the amod services without regard to race, color,
religion or national crigin. This poliey shall be put into effect
as rapidly as possiblc, having due regard te the time required
to effcctuate any necessary chonges without impairing officicney
or morala,

2+ There shall be created in the Maticnal Military Estab-
lishment an advisory comittece to bo known s the President's
Comnittec on Equality of Treatmont and Opportunity in the Armed
Services, which shall bc composed of seven members to be desig-
nated by the President.

3. The Commiit.e is aunthorized on behalf of the Prosident
to examine into the mles, nrocedures and proetices of the armed
services in cvrder to determine in what respoct such rules, pro-
cedures and practices may bo sltercd or improvod with 2 wvieow
to carrying out the poliey of this order. The Comnittoc shall
confer and advise with the Secrotayy of Defonse, the Secretary
of the Army, the Scerutary of the Navy, and the Secretary of
the Air Foreco, and shall makas such recom cndations to the
President and to soid Secrotarics ns in the Judgrent of the
Comittee will effecuatd the pelicy hervof,

4. All oxceutive deportments and aponeiss of the Federal
Government are authorized and dirceted to eroperata with the
Comnittec in its work, and to fumisn the Cormittoe sueh in-
formation or the services of such persons o8 the Comdittoe may
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require in the perfomance of its duties,

Se Vhen reguested by the Comittee to do 80, persons
in the amed services or in any of the cxecutive departments
and rgencies of the Foedersl Government shall testify bofore
the Committee and sholl make avriloble for the use of the
Comrittee such documents ind other information as the Con-
mittee may require,

6. The Committee shall cortinue to exist vntil such

tine as the President shcll terminite dts uxistence by Execu-
triw E‘I‘dﬂ!‘.

HETRY 8. TERAN

THE YHITZ HOUSE
July 28, 1948
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