A. Philip Randolph to Harry S. Truman, with attached White House
memos, December 13, 1947. Official File, Truman Papers.

January 7, 19468.
o
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Dear Mr. Randolph:

I have your note of December 28th,
addressed to the President.

#hile I appreciate your desire to talk
r this matter with the President in person, it }l
not going to be possible to arrange an interview
the near future.

A F

Mr. Niles is available at any time that [

mutudlly convenient, but you may wish to take f

the matier of Negroes in the Armed Forces with
Secretary of Defense.

ek

Sincerely yours,

MATTHEN J. CONMELLY
Secretary to the Fresident

Mr. A. Philip Randolph,

National Treasurer,

Committee Againet Jimcrow in
Military Serwvice and Training,

New York, New York.
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January 12, 19ug

President Harry 5. Truman
White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Presidenti

On December 10, 1947, Mr. Grant Beymolds and I wrote you re-
questing that you recelve representative Negro leaders to discuss your
proposed UMT bi1l, which if adopted ae drawn would subject American youth,
Negro and vhite, to compulsory Jimerow. Mr. David K. Niles replied on
December 17, 1947, that he stood ready to recelve a delegation.

On December 28, 1947, I wrote you agaln polnting out that our
emargency committee of 225 Negro leaders feels that the matter is of such
extreme concern as to require an interview with the President himeelf.

On Jenuary 7, 19U8, your secretary, Mr. Matthew J. Connelly, wrote
that an interview with you is not "possible to arrange in the near future."”
It 1s difficult to believe that there can be matters before you at this
time which in urgency exceed the just concern and long-accumulated
grievances of one-tenth of our population.

One might reason that consideration of the Buropesn Recovery Pro-
gram and other matters require such time as to make a meeting of Wegro
leaders impossible. Might I remind you, on the other hand, that the suc-
cess of many internal and forelgn programs finally depends on a heal thy
state of the body politie. BSuch a state requires the elimination of,
rather than the extension of, segregation and diecrimination in pilitary
training and the armed forces.

, May I ask vhen it will be possible for you to recelve us? |

Sincerely yours,
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December 13, 1947

MEMORANDUM FOR
HONORABLE DAVID NILE3
Dear Dave:

Tha attachead letter, addreased to
the Preaident by Weosra. Orant Heynolds and
fs Philip Rendolph is sell-axplanatory.
Will vou be =o00d mnouch to handle as you
think best.

Thank you.

MJC rlk
Encl.

i Grant Chrmn., and AJPRilip % b
!ﬁ:tn&ﬂ;]:ﬂ'!::ﬂgfn Ez‘ﬁaﬂ agﬂ%s’t Jimerow 1‘1‘.“11111&:-3 Service "‘:51:35 m“‘"“!“!
' alning, 21‘?"%. 125th St., NYC-easks for delegation from committee . ,
%\: to discuss racial diserimination and_se ation in Arme
forces and prospdect of jimerow in pending legislation for universal ¥ _'?_
military training.
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COMMITTEE AGAINST JIMCROW IN MILITARY SERVICE AND TRAINING
SUITE 301
217 WEST 125th STREET
NEW YORK 27, NEW YORK
Telephone: WAdsworth 64949

Eaymond Focs Alesondsr Mr, Eerry 8, Truman
Matthew W. Bulleck, Jr. White House

Washingten, D, @.

Dear Mr, President:

Cn Dee mber 10, Grant Reynolds szd I wrote vou
requcsting an appointment,

On December 17, we received a reply from
Mr, David K, Hiles, one of your sdminietrative asslstants, /f
indieating that he would "be glad to talk to = delezation
&t any time thet is motuslly convenient, ®
There may be several mattsrs whish we vwould be
happy to talk over “ith kr. Niles. ¥owever, the two /
hundred legro leadere who corprise our Cospittes feel
that the matter of discrimination and eesrecation in the
Armed Foreee and in partleular in prospective U, M, T,
legislation is = grave threat to Hezro youth and to the
lnternsl =tabllity of cur nation, Segregzation bﬁﬂﬂﬂfﬂ
all the more lmportsant at a time when the United States
ghould be assuming moral leadership in the world,
We conelder th- matter eo serious and urgent =s
‘to reculre a personal conference with the President, ]l
Hepresentative legro lesders have indicated that
they stand ready to come to Washington at any time. I
trast that you will find time to see us &zt your carlicet
convenlenee,

Gordially,

4. FPhilip Eandolsh
ARidk Hational Troasurer



Dacembear JD, 19"?

MEMORANDUM FOR: HONORABLE DAVID K. NILES
Dear Dave:
I would like to have your

———

recomwendation on the attached letter

A. Philip Rendolph.
Thanks .

KJC e

letr Dec 28, New Tork, Dew York, requestin

for negro leaders of O
b i ommittee Agai

€ appointment with Pres
nst Mm Crow in Military Service



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 30, 1947

MEMORANDUM FOR: HONORABLE DAVID K. NILES
Dear Dave:
I would like to have your
recommendation on the attached letter
A. Philip Randolph.,
Thanks. |
"
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MJC
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We have just meceived another letter
from Phillp Randolph and I would like your
advice,

Thank you,

M.J.C.

Letter dated 1-12-.8 to President from
A.Fhilip Randolph Treas. Committee against Jimerow in Military
Service and training, 217 W. 125th St. NYC re. previous request
that President receive representative Negro leaders to discuss
President's proposed TMT bill,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOM
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MEMORANDUM FOR

HONORABLE DAVID K. NILES

Dear Dave:

We have just received another letter
from Philip Randolph and I would like your
advice.

Thank you.



'MJC: I HELD THIS FOR DAVID'S
RETURN. IF DAVE IS HERE MONDAY
SHALL WE HAVE HIM SET IT UP?



Csll. Mr. Niles about this Monday when
he returns to the City.

.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
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January 20, 1948. ~ |

x"\:ﬁ’ff
MEMO FOR HONORABLE MATT CONNELLY: (:§?§)KH
%

Daar Matt:

Phil Randolph, the signer of
this letter, is an important Negro. He
is the head of the Negro Pullman Porters
Union, and is not a left-winger. The
names of the officers are all known to
me and they are pretty conservative
Negroes.



I think it might be well if
the President could see Phil Randolph,
and I would suggest that it be done
sometime in the first week of February.
By that time, Clark Clifford assures me,
the President's civil rights message will
be completed and sent up to the Hill.
In that message there will be some mention
of Jimcrow in military service, and these
people will not be able to say that the
message is a result of their visit.

DAVID K. NILES



