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FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY
WASHINGTON 25

Soptember 28, 17L5
OF THE ADMINISTRATOR

Tha President T
The fihite [jouse \‘\ L
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My dear Mr, Presaident: i

+ In response to youwr request for my views on the atomie horh and
the peacetime dovelopment of atomic energy, I respectfully submit the
following:

Like Mr. Krug, I learn2d rmuch at the lask Cabinet mesting--
particularly from the Sscretary of Viar and Dr. Bush.

Approaching tha subjzct from the standpeoint of the industrial
use of atomic energy, I &m convinced that our sclentizis will find
o portunitica for many applications in which atomic energy will
supplant somo sources of mechanical power now available, Tims, if
va can utllize atomic energy for moter power--which cartainly appearn
to be within the realm of possibility in the not tog=distsnt future,
235 the physicists ssem to ba agraed—-the mathods of its application
will scoon be common knowledpe. Such has been the history of tha use .
of steam as a prime mover, of the pasoline internel combustion engine
A the Diesel englne which, once put to commercial and industriasl
uses, ceased to be sacrets.

Consaquently, if the fundamental tachnlques can be discovered
Ixr other nations relatively socon, we obvicusly gain nothing by
attempting to keep them secret, Former Secretary Stimaon and
Dr. Push report that' the basic no=ledge is now widespresd among
scientists the world over, and that any great mation—particvlarly
the nion of Soviat Socialist Republies--by davoting tha talentsa
of its physicists, its industrial resources and its encrgles to
thn subject, can be as far advenced within five years in tha
fabriention of the atomie bomb and the uiilization of atomic ensyiy
as we are today,

]
Fresumably no nation which lacks the atomic bomb will lare E
war against 2 nation which hes a store of them. It sesns edidsht, I
therafore, that if we dory the U, 8. 3. R. acce=s to our secret we
cortainly will have avarted the possibility of war with that n s
but perhaps for no lenger than five years. %’ }
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But that is only ona side of the ledger; what is on the other?

As already indicated, we cannot hide our knowledge from Russia,
or any other great nation, forever, Great Britain and Canada already
know the secret, and so may other Dominions. To conceal it from
our other great ally will certainly arouse cn her part suspicion,
distrust, and resentment, and provide her with an incentive to
devote the next five years to atomic research. This, of coursse,
by diverting her resources, would retard the industrial dewvelopmeont
of the U. S. S. R., which would not be to our own advantage since
qur interests would be served by the development of Russia to a
point where we can profitably interchange a growing trade with her,

. By sharing our secret with the U. 5. 5. R. we may acquire a
trustworthy, reliable friend, I spent six weeks in the U. S. 5. R.
last year and I am convinced that the great mass of the Russlan
people desire only peace and friendship with us.

It seems to me, therefore, that we should hesitate to gamble
five years of assured peace against the more desirable prospeckt of
perpetual peace, I should prefer to gamble on the latter by sharing
our secret with Russia, asking in return a free interchange of
sciantific knowledge and of scientific students batwean thelr
universitias and ours,

If my convictions in regard to this matter are unacceptable,

I propose an alternative: :

We, Great Britain and the U. 5. S. Re, by Joint action, obviously
can guarantee the peace of the world, Perhaps, then, we can keep
our sescret, lay in a store of atomic bombs, and agree that if elither
of our great allies is attacked, or in danger of attack, we will
supply them with the necessary bombs to guarantes their security.
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Sincerely yours,
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