Notes of Meeting of the Interim Committee, May 18, 1945,
Miscellaneous Historical Documents Collection.

Hotes of an Informal Meetlng

of the
Interinm Committes
i 1 ]. = -
EEEE.I'IT:
MEMBERS
Hon. Ralph A. Bard
¥ E - J -
e JGATION lch.!.ucsu Hoos Willtea 1o i
" i | LN
I_hLwaHHta Dr. James B, Conant :
______________________ Mr. George L. Harrison, Acting Chairman
B ........
Y I:u!.hnﬂlr of: =2 ﬁﬂ:}’ it
By THE pe '
Mr. Arthur Page
Date iéff:'{ff bVHe - Mﬂﬂs Maj. Gen. Leslie R. Grovea

1. MEETINGS WITH THE PANELS. .

It was agreed that the Sclentific Panesl phould be invited
to mest with the Committes on nu;-ndn;, May 31, and, if possible,
:t-ht I.ﬂ.‘l.tarr Plnul and repressntatives of :lnﬂutq should. ba
brought in for discusaions the pame “;hnd. It was Iﬂﬂll“}lﬂr :
that, in addition to inviting Mr. Rafferty of Union Carbide and
Mr. Chapman of Fastman Kodak to di:uuu 'lit.h tt;u {;:I;it:;ﬂnilhﬂ
industrial aspects of the problem, Mr. ﬂupmtir of du Pont might
ba invited to dinuul th- pruhlua .fn-:ad by du Pont in gearing

P o f LA 'I.p_"l'..' o Bl g

its opsrations +.n tha project.

II. DRAFT PUBLIC RELEASES.
" The Comaittes uuhlidlrid the dﬂ.‘!‘l‘. l’:-l.tananl:-l which hl.ﬂ

baan prlpu-a.d by Mr. I.nurmt. 'lit.h rl!put t.n the type of
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releass that might be made by the Commanding Officer, Almogardo
Air Bass, when the test is run, the Commlittes was in general
agreezent on the content of Forms A and B. Forma C and D were
considered undesirable because of ths mention tharein of axperi-
mentation on new weapons.

» fhn consensus of the Committee relative to tha propomsd
statemsnt to be made by the President after a successful test
wag that the President should make only a short announcement
over the radio, or poseibly to ths Congress, concerning the
general nature of the weapon and its military and international
implications. Thie announcement should be followed by a mors
complete presa release containing a history of the program, a
discussion of the technical phases of the project, some indic;tiun
of our cooperation with the British, and of the intention'to take
the necessary leglslative steps to secure adequate control. It
was contemplated that other releases dealing with further detalls
of éhu program would be issued following thess original announce-
menty,

It was agreed that Mr. Page and Mr. Laurence should re-
work the draft ;ulnuaan along the general linss indicated, bearing
in mind that the nature of the statements would depend in large
maasure on the results of the test and of actual use, and that
changes might later be necessary in terms of the international
eltuation existing at the time of release.
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11I. BUSH-CONANT MEMORANDUM.
: In discussing the polnts made in the Bush-Conant
memorandum, the qusation wasm raised concerning our obligations
under the Quebsec Agresment. This Agreement required that the
weapon cannot be used against a third country by one slgnatory
without the agresasnt r.l:f the other. Accordingly, beforas thas
United States can use the weapon against any country, it must™™
sscure the consesnt of the United Kingdom. However, it was
pointed out that no prior conssnt is involved in conducting
local teata.

The Acting Chalrman reported that the British are con-
sldering the establishment of a committes similar to the Interis
Committes for the purpose of studying problems of publicity and
domestic controls. It is liksly that in the near future the
Britlsh group will wish to get in touch with the Interim Committes
.%o coordinate parallel action; however, it was the thought of the
Acting Chairman — and his viewr was concurred in by the Committes —
that it would be unwise to arrange for any interchange at this
tima,

IV. HEXT MEETIHG.
The next meeting was echeduled for Thursday, May 31, 1945,
at 11:00 A.M. in the Office of the Becretary of War.

R. Guaew Onnssnn.

R. GORDON ARRESON
2nd Lisutenant, AUS

Secratary



