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December 12, 1946

¥y dear ¥Wr. Bohnen:

I aprrecisted very much your letter of December second
snd thank you for suggesting to lr. Hayer of H.C.M.

that I become a movie star. In the first place I haven't
the talent to be a movie star and, in ihe second place,

I a= sure you will do the rart creditably.

The only objection to the film, as it was, was that it
appeared to have bDeen & snay judgment program. It was
anything but that - the use of the atoale was de-
l1iberated for long hours and many weeks, and
it was discussed with the Gecretary of Jtate, the fecre-
tary of War, the Secretary of the Navy and the CGeneral
Staff of the Allied Armies, as well as with ¥r. Churchill
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Yhen it was finally demonstrated in FHew Vexico that the
operation of the bomb was & successful one, it was de-
cided to pive the Japanese ample warnimg belore the bomb
was dropped. I have no qualms sbout it whatever for the
sim~le reason that it was believed the dropping of not
more than two of these bombs would bring the war to a
close. The Japanese in their conduct of the war had
been vieious and eruel savages and I cane to the comelu-
sion that if two hurdred and fifty thousand young
Americans could be saved {rom slaaghter the bomb should
be dropped, and it was.

i survey was made and the ecities on which the bombs were
¢ropped were those whiech were devoted almost exclusively
to the mamufscture of ammunition and weapoms of destruec-
tiom. A
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As I said before, the only objection to the fllm
was that I was made to appear as if no considera-
tion had been glvem to the effects of the result
af dropping the bomb - that is an absolutely wrong

impression.

Eincerely yours,

HARRY S. TRUMAN

¥r. Soman Bohnen
10537 Valley Spring Lane
North Hollywood, California




