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In rcaponse to newspaner queries; the Department of
State is releasing the text of the following letter:

"Dear Sirs: "October 31, 1947

"Your letter of Cctober 4th addressed to the Secretary
of State was referred to me for review and conslderaticon
The points you ralse have been reviewed with the resnmonsible
officers of this Department. Certain facts have been develcped.

"You are, of course, correct in stating that the action
teken was not in conformity with nrocedures later establiehed
by the Personnel Security Beard of the Devartment. That Board
vae set up, its members anpcinted, and 1te nrocedures promul-
gated subsequent to the dlemissals,

"You have requested that the Uepartment either nermit 21l
of the individuals to resign or that it give them & ccmplete
etatement of chnarges. together with a hearing on thouse caarges.
In view of the full consideration already siven tacse céges
by top officers of the Devartiment, and the awneal wnrocsdurs
nrcvided by the Civil Bervice Commission, I must refuse this
request.,

"The Denartment regrets that the emnloyees concerned have
found it difficult to 7find other emnloyment as a result of 1ite
action. It has attempted to emphasiziz that the determipation
in tholr cases went only to the question of thelr sult&bilitx
for employment in the Department in matters of security. 4ihls
determination wae hased upon evidence vhich the EEpgrtment is



not able to dlsasclose Tor reasone of naticnal security.

*I invite your attention to the nrovision in the Avpropris
tions Act of the Denartment under which the dismissals were
made:

'Notwithetanding the provislions of section 6 of the
Bot of sugust 24. 1912 (37 Stat,.555), or the pro-
viglone of any other law, the Secretary of State may,
in his absoluie discretion, on or before June 30, 1947,
terminate the emnloyment of any officer or employee of
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the Department of State or of the Foreign Service of

the United States whenever he shall deem such termina— ’
tion necessary or advisable in the interests of the

United States, but such termination shall not affect

the right of such officer or empnloyee to seeck or accept
employment in any other demartment or agency of the
Government if declared eligible for such emnln¥ment

by the United Btates Civil Service Commission.

"The Department has the responsibility to resolve,
insofar as 1t 1s able, any security doubts with reasnect to
an emnloyee. The Congress recognized that we would be unable
to resolve completely the question with reesnect to scme em-
ployees; for that reason Congress made 1t nossible for the
Secretary to act summarily without full resolution of that
question, 1f he deemed it necessary to do so. The Statute
apnears to designate the Civil Service Commissioun as the
agency to determine whether the fsects upon which the Depart-
ment acted were such as to make an employee ineliglible for
employment in another government agency. We have this
week been informed that the Commission is prepared to con-
slder these cases, if the emnloyees request such coneidera-
tion. The Department will cooperaste with the Civil Service
Commisslion by making available to it the information upeon
which it acted in the cases under discussion.

"Sincerely yours

"Robert A. Lovett

"Acting Secretary.

"Messrs. Arnold, Fortas, and Porter
"1200 Eighteenth Street,; N. W,
"Washington 6, D, C."
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