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JOSEPH LAWRENCE

May 18, 1948

PERSONAL AND CONFISSWETAR—

E-amit or:

- Fully agree with your colleague, Senator Myers,
that Alexander's suggestions here re Colored Vote are
worth while. In fact, I think Alexander's letter is
important enough for you to read from beginning to end.
The direction of this vote to the ballot box on Novem-
ber 2nd is, as we know, terribly important this year;
and I think that some sort of indirect lialson with
this powerful minority toward this end should be estab-
lighed at an early date, The Republicans are doubtless-
ly bending every effort to lure these people back into
the fold. Of course, they made thelr greatest progress
under us and should be grateful; but you know, and I
know, how easily they are swayed., Alexander appears to
have wide and influentisl connectione among this group
throughout the country apd might help to keep them in
line. Bill Houston, Sr., Washington lawyer, who used to
work for-me at Justice, did some such work here at the
Committee in 1942 or 1944, We might get some ideas from
him also. In any event, I think this matter should be

diligently pursued.
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Honorable J, Howard McGrath,
Democratic Nationsl Committee,
The Ring Puilding,

1200 18th Street, N, W.,
Weshington, D, C.

Desr Howerd:

The enclosed letter wae written by Raymond Pace
Alexender, who is & fine gentleman and an cutstanding lawyer. He
mekes several suggestions on Pages 3, 4 and 5 which I believe are
worthwhile and I would, therefore, ssk thzt you give them vour
thoughtful consideration.

Sincer yours,

ek

cls J. Myers

£in/esk

enclosure.
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— g of mthots umed by
ada n
verious seotions of the QOuRty friends with and to

wore ur :Il—t{u alsetions.

country urpose belng
mm-; . nr b ::ﬁr-t:-' during
the laat The results, I am
vary have meds
some %t appears at this writing thet in
many #e wa have parmitted them to carry the ball and
take the away from us, to our very severe
loss. » 18 not irretrieveble, but we must
aot at s to mitigate this loss and begin
an offensi part.

. geveral weeks ago I was in consultation with
our mutual friend, Bill Batt, Jr., Director of fesearch for
the Demoerstis National Committee, at his Washington office
and aslnes then I have been in communication with him om

ra
[
.E

ions. At his request 1 -nth-rui.n suggeations
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of -mmug':iﬂl thought would De ol LlmpOortangs and
real intersst in hl‘:t.:hu support of the Negro voters,
these are now studied by the planning divisien
of the DN Committee. At leasst I @ so beeause so much is
belng reported in the Republiean Da Preas end particularly
in ths Ne press of the so-called "support” thet the repub-
nmnﬂnﬂmnm;tﬂuhm 's pleas
for 1ah-nt-h¢ the execellent report of President Truman's
Committee that I am afraid the
Negro in partiocular, will loss

country at large, and the
sight of the feet that it
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was President Truman, himself, who first recognized that
meh a study should be mede, and it was the President who
s committee and it was agein President Truman
urged Congress at his own great sacrl end, as it
more recently, his almost losing support of
many fractioms of his party, to pass tht-'ul aws,

i

mittee of sutstanding -
is to stand by our PFre and
mmnlf-m

udy of tha basio and - of all
people and 2 me
mad to see by demagogues
in party for hi nd it makes me
worse than mad to talized on this
remarkebly unselfi f our Fresldent.

4 a_ar two matters from a
znuonlnmﬂ- make & few sugges-
ions - more or less y & few pelnts which
I earlier passed on

tended the Jefferson-
on April 12. I was very
/%0 say very positively that
> most brillient addresses

that I ha 48 truly a remerkeble man and

a real 11 glad to say this for s southerner.

He is & iy I was, however, very disappolinted

at the = of eolored workers at this d 8

You know 220 thousand Negro pesople in the

vary i phiie alone, and about 50 thousand in
the vari round Philsdelphia, not ineluding

Buecks Ceun 3-Delawere, Montgomsry and Chester, There
are now shousand Negroes In Pennsylvenia, In Piiladelphias
alone, sceording to the last registration, there are 156
thousand Negro registered voters, This sum is growing yearly.
There are abou: 300 thousand registersd Negroes voting in
Pennsylvania, an sstound figure,. - We controlel(the democrets)
P R T 1 e —— — sl tha Boaoreroaa Iin 720 apnd "S8 . and
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perhaps as much as h':irﬂ TH p-lrh-p;: littla h-n'ln
¥

1944, Today it is g down rapidly. I was surprised not
to ses at this dinner a prominant Negro demoerat, for axample,
at the gusst table., I Tear that this is a wery. m!;tur.
The republicans play up this question of sociall and
the recognition of the o republicen worker for ell it is
worth, and they go about it im a great big way. I know be-
cause I have attended hundreds of thelr dinners. And whether
they mean it or not, it goes over hig with the average Negro.
They would mot hawve a dinner of any size, not m werd dinner,
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a distriet dinner, or & oty dinner, and not even a state-
wide dimner n:rr-'-nnu:' Iltl-t'h“! t:r -:uu;h.

Hobson Reynolds, Herbert Millen (mow judge), Deddy wright -

mmmmtuﬂ--tm?- The

speakera' table might contain twenty

would be two there. If it e more, there

would possibly three. Perhaps you Assistant

Director of Publie Sefety, Bob Nelson, thnlpr-l.l:ut
944

guests., At the natiomel linécln Da
Washington

» BOD-
I special assistant
and of d"l Last

gton, the NRE Committee

had Judge Francis ®llis Ri * te of mine at Columbia
Oraduate School, make tha portant pr 1 speech.
T in for 'It, nationally, eit and

t

da
Austin Norris, ] was
i he said this is a very
A Tﬂmmn-n
Ve regognize them
does not a:tend the diunsrs
ave a colorad man at the

distrigtewide. T meentioned this
- [

any -hh= Rarsly 1
spaake I ¥y bad Marshall sheppard.
I-llﬂ'll;-ta'lll : ere, Usually they are
ignored = - t at some side tabls way in
the back ogethar, which is a very bad poliey.
I think Plllﬂl on to our good frisnd and
mutual ne. I suzgested this to Jim some
wasks ag the dinnar, but of courss it is
pott o R g
groups or o
& huge believe in traditionally, the

liverality tie party.
L I was sorry I mever got a chanes %o speak to

" you basause of ths latensss of ths hour, nor did I meet

Senator Barkley, or other psrsons at ths speakars' tabla.
some association of the outstaending NHegroes in
Philadalnhia and Pannavivenls on thae navt af aorFr lasdara ahoanld



I T TN TSR TR WA W LW Wk W e B R Wi =

have takesn o8, It was a wonderful oprortunity, but we
missed the n on that.

I should liks to hasize that the Negroes of
Fhiledelphin, as well as Hew and other large northern
eitids, such as Fittsburgh, Cineinnati, cleveland, Detroit,
Indianapolis and Chi .ﬂy-nrrlnpmhpnuin
mjority are more than orable in netions]l elegtiocns and
svan more favorable in state and loeal eleetions, (exeent
for the interference of the machine's loocal graft, ste.)to
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the demoeratie party tham ths republican party. The Negro
m-m as a matter n; nm tionally, towards "the
» for on, They beliewe in anyth

"faderal™ and in "federal™ slesctions, faw s come in “i’-\l
pley, even the corrupt political ma ] ¢h exist in this
eity, to the Negro vote other then 4 ratie. But some
affort made to emphasize the good 8 of the
demooratie party immediately. we believe "fedaral govern-
ment”, "federal protestiomn”, "fede ato.,. For
instanes, that favorsbls lld by the
_ﬂum_l “Enﬂm a few ::rlr ﬂ the Hlt-llltth nants

s vary as nis le ou, in
ke onse iavelving the o s ok

in Ohio to prevent the sale to a Negre for
use by a Negro iTog our belief in an
:-nmmmnm uﬁ' I-pu'l - 4o
- ) p .
tli'hlin!:im ual:tamm
eourt - | : atds I all of
"rederal "feature of ti' . republicans know

g haavy inroads in various

@ivers ways.

g suggestions: (1) Some
affort the annual coaventlion
now taking onal NHegro organizations.

~ For example st church organizetiomns of ca
are now in Kansas City, Missourl, the Quadremnisl
Session « I am counssl for this ehurch
and tha « I leave tomorrow for Kansas City.
(2). are now meeting in Louisville .
l sh-right Mesons are now meeting in Phile a.
(4) The 1 Couneil of churches meets in sSt.

E

(6) oOn Juns 4 to 11, the colored M.E.
meots in Dayten, Ohie. (6) Jume 4 to

11, the Methodist Centrsl jurisdietion comvenes in Atlanta,
Gas. (7] Jume 14 to 30, the Natiomal Baptist comnvention of
Ameriea, the Sundey School eand BYPY Convention meet in Kensas
ci Mo. (This is the largest chureh body im the world of
3 rs). (8) June 21 teo 27, the Natiomal Baptist

i
§

F
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encol and 8FU meet in Cleveland, Ohie. (9) June 22 to
I:It the Hatlional Negro Insurance Associstion meets in New
Foreign

!

La. Ilw 16 - 21, the Lot Carey Baptist
Mission ion meeta in Columbus, os (11)
week in September the Natiomal Bar: sssoelstion meets
am a former president of the National Bar:
there in persom to make the mel address and
will do all I ean to aid our csuses at time. (12) The
National Baptist Convention, Ine.
week in September the National Negro

4

Page V May 11, 1948

Bankers Assn. also meets; the place is yot undesignated.

Some effort to have a representative of your committee, or
a volunteer to speak im behalf of President Trumen and our
party should be pressat st thase meeting feularly to
emphasize tha g ts report,
\ --J-JII » m‘
be a ﬂa and gerta cularly those
of relighous spaaker for
=X :
ons wharever

my

[ Lil “ ‘. .‘.
spegial 19 publicity seetion
of the handle all publieity,
publie palgn. b. Why not draft
8 summary fid have severel hundred
thousand , printed to pass ou
et the ve to the wvarious persons
przeent at Pinge in the north so thay
may know first-hend done by the great
committee nts Of eourse I do

:
i

fmprint of the demcerstie

’gEs

..;E
s

3

Labor to s congress, after making
a spacial specisl plank in the 1944
president romising to maks this a must"bill.

T

piblicans killed hcusing and health bills,
: ire from resctiocnery groups claiming
0 the Negro veteram and to the Negro

elt immediately the eppolntment of
soma ing Hegroes, men and women, to high
fovernment It is not too much to ask 8, ag=-

i
aEro U Distriet Court Judge. Wwe have 200
ﬂﬂl%lﬂ_thﬂu.ﬂ.mmﬂm&mtn
the Distriet and not ons Negro judge. Of course ws
have .Di“ in the Virzin Islends, but hs is not a federal

striet judge, it is only for e term of 4 years. We
iu;:i but you know his stetus. . U. 5.
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g TR RS R EeY ia fllitdoLpala, O SOome oLasr large elty,
is nesded. It is long overdue and it is & miall price to pay
for the support o the millions of Negro ]irupll and as a fair,
honest, proper recognition of the Negre o tizens, now 15 million
strong im & m.ntgiin which ke makes 10 % of the population.
I am esrtain the %@ bar of Philadelphis would be de ted
and pleased, although of course the republicans would not rejolce
and 1 would mot expesct them to; they never rejolee at any of the
democratic appolntmonts. I bolleve there is & veesncy, or there

1 appointments
the Negro citizens.
ts Commeree

: ; E you kmew coa
ipila vho admires you greatly
Dd suocess with resl interest,
SXLént of passing one to you and your
8, my suggestions and recommsndstions.

two carbon ooples of this to you

which on to the approprists department.
Ferhaps t!lllﬂu-nn?hllllu"tm
to you alone,

8 with very best of wishes to
and my a long life of ha lmumﬂgnﬂh-i:

prayers
to you end your family. I have the onor to remain,
Falthfully yours,






