Memo, "Should the President call Congress back?", June 29, 1948.
Subject File, Rosenman Papers.

Subject: ghould the President gall Goncress bagk?

This eleotion can only be won by bold and daring steps, caleulated to
reverse the powerful trend now rumning against us. The boldest and most popular
~ step the President could possibly teke would be to eall a special session of
Congrese early in August, ¥e make the following pointe:

1. This would foous attention on the retten record of the 80th Gongress,
which Dewey, Warren and the press will try to make the gountry forget,

2, It would force Dewey and Warren o defend the rotions of Congress,
and make them soccept the Congress =s a basic issue.

3. It would keep a steady glare of publieity on the Neanderthal men
of the Republican party, the resctionary men such as Martin, Halleck, Wolcott,
Allen, who will embarase Dewey and Warrem. The press is with us on the 80%h
Congress issus, and the Martins, Hallecks, Wolcotts, Tabers are bound to stir
up severe criticism,

4, It would split the Repudlican Perty om the major questions of how
to deal with housing, inflation, forelzn poliey, soclal security, ete.

B. It would give President Truman a chsnce to follow through on the
fighting start he made on his Western tour, It would show the President ia
aation on (spitol HI1l, fighting for the peopls, deliverins messages to Concress
&t joint sessions in person; bwoadeasting his messages, leading his party in =
crusade for the millions of Americans ignored by the "rich man's Goncress.®

This gourse may be haszardons politicslly, but we camnot shut our eyes
to the faot thim-f“uwllMthmmm-lnuu—
aad the American people lovs & fighting leader who takes bold action o help the
ordinary citizens sgainet the lobbies ard the corvorations.

Here are the objections to the specisl-session plan, and the ansvers
as ve see them: :

1.
w may invite a Southern filibuster by imtrodneing strong
eivil rights legislation,
3

The t or Semator Barkley, after the Fresident's nomination,
eould call in the Southern members of Congress and make it plain to them that
they stand in extreme danger of losing their patronsge, thelir positions of power
in the party, and their prestige in the event of = Republican victory.

If the Southerners are recalcitrant st this meeting, the President
might announce that he will eall for a coalition of 1ibersl Demsorsts snd 1iberal
Republ igans $o pase moderate civil rights legislation, and that he will ask
Senator O'Heahoney to inmtroduce a b11l embodying his recommendstions to the
Congress. He night tell the Southerners that he will go on the radio %o
amnounce his position, to explain that he feels that the majority of Democrats
and the majority of Ameriscans support his position ageinst a stubborn few;

The chances are that the President will mever have to take these



extreme measures, The Republicans may have to go easy on eivil righte bills.
Joe Grundy and other powerful Republicans are opposed to sush leglslation.

The election will be won or lost in the Northern, Midwestern and
Western states, The South cannot win or lose the election for the Demoerstia
Party. If the President supports the introduction of moderate legislation,
beating the Republicans to the punch, the credit would go to Mr., Truman and the
Democratic Party even if a few dichard Southern semators try to start = filibuster,
Filibusters san be hrokesn,

2. Ihe Dangert
In spite of the Martine, the Tabers, and the Woleotts, Uongress nay
pass some genuinely good legislation, for which Dewey and Warren would seize credit,

s .

ﬂlﬁ-n 1z so closely controlled by resctionaries end lobbyists
that it cannot pass satisfactory blls to stop the disastrous inflation which is
frightening the people, or to start construstion of the millions of homes needed,
or to initiate a more enlightened policy on EEF, or to extend social security,

If one or two good bills are passed under the President's personal
rrodding, 1t will be up to the Democratic Publieity Department and campaign
speakers to pound it home to the people that the President deserves credit, The
President would be leading the fizht, Dewey would de standing in the wings,
saying: ¥fes, we should have some housing legislation, Yes, we should etop
inflation., TYes, we should extend soeial sesurity, Me, %oo, He, tool"®

* R
night pase phony bille on housing, price control, aid to
edugation, nationsl health, ete., which might fool the people,

E\ﬂ issue of price eontrol, which will be the hottest igsue of
this campaign, the Oomgrese cannot possibly act, The present Qongress cznnot
take any steps to eurd prices or to prevent the people from watehing the cost
of living go higher and higher and higher, Thie Qongress is run by men vho
cannot pass price-control leglsletlon without loging their finanelal heckers =nd
incurring the wrath of the N.A.M,, the U,5, Chamber of Gommerce, and other sush
ETOUDB.

On housing, education, soclsl security, health-—#he answer is the
same. This Jomgress cannot meet the oritical needs of the country., It is tied
up by the rich interests which expect to make a Klling after the Republisan
victory in November—if they get that victory,
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