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UNDER SECRETARY
= UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

December 2, 1546

" "Sulon, fur Demsuteble sotts
€19 - 13th Street, WH.V.,
Washington 5, D.C.
Ny dear Er, Hisbuhr:

In answer to your invitation to be present
at & meeting of your Organisation on January |,
1947, I may say that it is a little difficult for
me to commit myself definitely at this time, howe
ever, I will make every effort to be present.,

Sincerely,

Oscar L, Chapman,
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REINHOLD NIEBUHE, Chsirman
ALBERET SPRAGUE OOOLIDGE, Traadsmrds

Mr. Oscar Chapman
Under-Secretary of the Department of Intsrior
Tashington, D. C.

Dear Nr. Chapman:

Would you mest in Washington on Saturday, January 4, 1947, with a 1imited
gEroup of about fifty prominent American liberals in = compl atel ¥ of f=the-
record and informal session to make & real effort to rechart a desperatel -
needed path for the months and years ahead?

The enclosed provisional statement of principles will indicate the lines
along which & number of us have been think ing for many long months before
the political disaster of November Sth. We are convinced that there are
powsrful forces in imerican 1ife that share these prineiples. Ways and
means must be found to create & climate of liberal cplolon which is explie-
itly and uncompromisingly demooratic in purpose,

We can think of nc more important task at this particular moment in history.
We therefore hope that jou will set aside any previous engegements in order
%o be in Washington on January 4th. dmong those who have elresdy agreed to
be present are Mrs. Roosevelt, Chester Bowles, the outstanding progressive
leaders of labor, both AFL and CIO, and many others in various fields. The
Board of the Union for Democratic Actlon has authord zed its National Offlce
to meke its facilities availalble in arranging the meeting, tut the conference
is not intended to be an exclusively UDA project.

The sessions will begin promptly at 9530 A.M. on Saturday, January 4th, at
the Willard Hotel, and will be comcluded at 5P M,

May we hear from you within the next few days?
Most cordially murs, b
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Reinhold Miebuhr . ol
Héy 1 Chairman r T,



Confldential 11=15-45
A PRELIMINARY AND PROVISIONAL STATRE.ET
OF PRINCIFLES

All over the world there ars millions of men and womon
to whom the democratic ides hag deep personal walidity,

People of all reaces and ereeds fought a world-wide war
agaiust fascism because, amid bewildering power=strugples and
diplematie intrigue, they recognized that this wes a war of idesas,
& conflict in which fescism was making & ruthless bid for the son-
quest of men's minds even as it sought physienl domination of the
worlds They were fighting mere then & defensive wery they were
fighting to establish for themselves and thelr children those con=
ditions of econemic security which must form the foundation of
sxpanding political demoo racys Their goals were freedom and
economic justice; the goals were indivigible,

How the military war is over; yet throughout the world
there is unsasinass smong democrets. In Ameries, as alaewhere,
liberals fzoe great deoisions. A new wava of the future is being
heralded by men +o whom demoe racy is merely a strateglie slogan,
e are asked to believe that we now face a simple, inexoreble
cholee between imperialist and fasocigt resction and communist
totalitarianism, Ve are told that rigid adherense to a one-party
line is a necessary diseipline to insure economic seourity, that
we must blindly mcoept the foreign poliey of Soviet power or
align ourselves with the makers of & new WAr,

American progressives must reject these alternatives,
They must mssert their conviction that liberalism is & positive,
dynamic force, the faith of free =],

The responsibility resting on American liberals is
particularly heavy, Throughout the world progreasives awed by
the post-war power of this mation are wondering apprehensively
how that power will be used, Will Ameriea again go through a
pariod of false prosperity to be followed by an economic disnster
leading inevitebly to world chmos? Or will this country find
Within itself the vision and the courage to build a stable and
equitable econcmy which alone can serve as the basis for lasting
peace? Will the America which served so succazafully and go
heroleelly as the arsenal of demoo racy become, after the military
vietory, the powerful center of world renction and imperialiem?
Or will the leadership which we have soquired through cur human
and material resources be used for the reconstruction of a
democratic and pesceful world? Vill Americs be & symbol of hope
er of fear?

This ie the challenge to American progressives, It
is & challenge that can be ret, and met sugcessfully, only by
individuals and organizations whose devotion to demcoracy is un-
questioned, whose faith in the principles of political freedom
has stood the test of this chaotic period in history., American
progressives must, at this time when demooratic principles are
again being called in question, reassert their belief in the dynamic

of freedom as an instrument of social progresss In so doing, they
it malra alans dhad PFoced cas oo gt = T bt
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