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Memo for the files -- HST hand-written notes

These hand-written notes were done by President Truman

for a speecH on the radio from Independence, MO, on

election eve, November 1, 1948,

These notes were rescued from the trash can in the Presidential
suite of the Hotel Muehlebach, Kansas City, MO, by Jack
Romagna, the Official White House reporter. He saw them

and took them as a souvenir.

He recently donated them to the Library, along with other
materials.

The original of these documents is in the Library Security

Cage.
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Excerpt from letter from Jack Romagna, White House Official Reporter, 1941-62,
to Direector, Harry S. Truman Library, March 7, 1932

Ah, serendi?ity! Little did you realize when you wrote to me that
Yyou were golng to stumble onto something else:

F have in my pns?ession the handwritten notes (8 smallish pages) of *
fr331dent Truman's last speech to the nation on election eve,
wovember 1, 1948. GHere is the story behind it.

5

3
Toe locale is the renthouse suite of the old Muehlebach Zotel, where
the President dictated to me from his handwritten notes. 1 typed

the speech and ran off the finished copies on the rimeograph machine
and then gave the opiginal mnotes and some stenciled copies either
directly to the Frebident or to iHatt Connelly, I forget which.

Now the penthouse suite was not a2 particularly =zood place to use as
an office. The only desk in that ower-sized living room was smszll,
18th century French style and kidney shaped, at which the President
worked when he was there.

Later that eveninz I returned to the living room, which was full of
people, nocise, talk and confusion, anc I happened te glance at the
desk and the trash basket beside it, and there, in the trash basket,
apparently thrown away, were the President's handwritten notes.

and
I picked them up, took them to my room, pplaced them in an envelope
which I put in oy briefcase for safekeeping.

Many years later, after I had retired -- 1 cannot.explain how or why’
I forzot, but I did -- in locking over some of oy pavers I found this
envelope and, looking inside, there were the handwritten notes.

My theory is that the notes were left lying on the desk, and in the
noise and confusion of the eveninzg the desk got pushed around a bit
because it was so small and kidney-shaped, and the notes just fell or
slid into the trash basket.

If you would like to have them, just let me know. 3bould I mail them
or have someone from Wotional Archives come and pick them up: Can
we trust the mail?

If L can aid you any further in any way, please let me Xnow.

3incerely,
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